
 

Meeting Minutes 
Architectural Resources & History Committees 
 
Thursday, September 17, 2020 at 7:00p 
Virtual Meeting 
Subject: 131 Tremont Street 

1. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 7:05p. There were at least 10 attendees, including the Committee Chair, 

multiple WECA Board members, and many residents who live near (or adjacent to) 131 Tremont Street. 

2. Introduction 

The Committee Chair welcomed the group. 

3. Overview of the Property 

131 Tremont experienced multiple fires over the past 3 years, with the August 2019 fire causing significant 

damage. Interior and exterior photos are available (https://www.meetinginfo.org/meetings/975). 

The Committee Chair gave an update on new information since the September 3, 2020 meeting. 

City Blight Remediation Enforcement Official Michael Perez told Kyle that the City has the authority to 

demolish a structure it doesn’t own if the structure is considered a health and safety emergency. A 

representative of Corporation Counsel noted that the City needs to be careful to fully document the 

emergency so that the City is protected from liability. 

Kyle reached out to a local non-profit that specializes in rebuilding homes in Hartford with significant damage. 

The goal of the conversation was to better understand the likely costs involved in restoring 131 Tremont. The 

non-profit reported that they regularly spend more than $500,000 on buildings that are of comparable size and 

condition to 131 Tremont.  

Kyle used information from the conversation with the non-profit to crease a rough renovation budget. He then 

asked contractor (and WECA Sector Representative) Guy Neumann to review the budget. Guy identified one 

line item that was missing and recommended increasing the budget of multiple other line items to make them 

more realistic. The final total of the rough budget was about $668,000, which was well below the likely cost for 

new construction, but also much higher than the likely market value of the finished restoration. 

One potential private buyer contacted Kyle to discuss the property. The buyer stated that he was interested in 

flipping the home and imagined putting it back onto the market at about $400,000 after making repairs. He 

had not been successful at connecting with the owners. Kyle confirmed for him that the City still owned the tax 

liens. The buyer said that he would try to connect with the lender to investigate a short sale. 

Kyle reached out to the Hartford Land Bank but was not able to connect with anyone representing them. 

4. Questions, Answers, and Discussion 

Rather than attempting to transcribe the conversation, this section provides a summary of the themes and 

points that participants made during an active discussion. 

• Most of the historic character of the existing building was lost over time. Specifically, the porch was 

enclosed, the building was resided, and significant maintenance was deferred. 

https://www.meetinginfo.org/meetings/975


• Immediate neighbors of the 131 Tremont property continued to be strongly in favor of encouraging 

the City to demolish the building because of health and safety concerns. 

• Neighbors again reported wildlife taking up residence, people breaking in, debris/odors impacting 

adjacent properties, and frequent visits from the City to try to manage the blight conditions. 

• All attendees agreed that the economics of rebuilding the current structure to the level of the Historic 

District were very unfavorable. Rebuilding a smaller home on the lot would be more appropriate but 

would require addressing the current structure.  

• The consensus that the group reached was that there is no realistic way to save the current building. 

The group favored demolition, with regret, as the only practical next step. 

• Multiple participants stated that if the City gained control of the property, either before or after a 

demolition, then the participants wanted the City to work with the neighborhood to try to redevelop 

the lot in a manner that fits with the streetscape and Historic District. Ideally a house would be built, 

but other uses could be appropriate too. 

5. Other Business 

No other business was raised. 

6. Adjourn Meeting 

The meeting was adjourned at about 7:55p. 


