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Attending Members: Kyle J. Bergquist, Chairman, Internal Audit Commission 

  Edmund M. See, Internal Audit Commission Member 

 Craig S. Trujillo, Chief Auditor and Secretary to the Internal Audit 

Commission 

 

Absent Member:  Bruce Rubenstein, Internal Audit Commission Member 

 

Guests:  Ellen Bergquist, Hartford Resident 

Len Besthoff, NBC Reporter 

Joe Caruso, Deputy Chief Auditor 

Jahneil Clarke, Internal Audit Intern 

  Leslie Hammond, Hartford Resident 

  Rebecca Lurye, Hartford Courant Reporter 

  Lori Mizerak, Asst. Corporation Counsel 

  Alyssa Peterson, Hartford Resident 

 

 

The meeting was held in the Internal Audit Conference Room #304 at 550 Main Street, Hartford, 

CT. 

 

The topics of discussion, for the most part, followed the items on the agenda, which was 

prepared jointly by the Chief Auditor and the Internal Audit Commission (IAC) members and 

filed with the Town and City Clerk prior to the meeting.  Items discussed were as follows: 

 

1. The meeting was called to order by IAC Chairman Bergquist at 2:01PM. 

2. K. Bergquist took roll call.  The individuals in attendance are noted above. 

3. The minutes from the June 2019 IAC meeting were deemed to represent the proceedings.  

IAC member See made a motion to accept the minutes, seconded by IAC Chairman 

Bergquist and unanimously approved. 

4. The Internal Audit Department (IAD) Activity Report for the month of June 2019 was noted.  

No discussion ensued.   

5. J. Caruso noted there were no audit reports issued since the June 2019 IAC meeting. 

6. C. Trujillo noted the following audits are in-process: City of Hartford Tax Collector’s Office 

Motor Vehicle Billing and Collections; Department of Public Works Equipment Services 

Division Operations: Hartford Parking Authority Surface Lot Revenue (DONO); Hartford 

Public Library Employee Healthcare Contributions; and Town Clerk’s Office Revenue 

Accounts and Operations.   

7. There was a discussion of special review requests received either verbally, in-person or via 

regular mail: 

a. John Gale Request – J. Caruso noted that this information has yet to be received, but 

the Office of Talent Management is currently working on the request.  J. Caruso 
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noted information should be forthcoming soon and will then be forwarded to 

Councilman Gale.   

b. Paid Sick Leave Complaint – J. Caruso noted the employee being accused of 

misusing sick time has not been returning calls from the Hartford Public Schools 

(HPS) Office of Talent Management.  J. Caruso noted a letter went out to this 

employee last week indicating her paycheck would be stopped if she did not respond 

to the letter requesting for an updated doctor’s note as to why she needed to continue 

on sick leave and couldn’t perform the duties of her job.  

J. Caruso also noted that the HPS Superintendent recently started the process to terminate the 

HPS employee who has been accused of healthcare fraud.  J. Caruso noted that he was informed 

that this employee may continue to be on paid administrative leave for another two months as the 

process moves forward.  J. Caruso noted the next meeting between the respective parties and 

their lawyers is set for mid-August 2019. 

8. J. Caruso noted that progress is being made on following up on implementation of audit 

recommendations, but many still remain.  J. Caruso informed the IAC that the HPS Facility 

Rental Revenue recommendations is close to being put in MUNIS billing for its customer 

invoices, which will remediate many of our audit findings.  It was also noted during our 

conversations that the Greater Hartford Pro Am (GHPA) has defaulted on their promissory 

note with the City and moved its basketball league tournament to New Britain for 2019.  J. 

Caruso noted that he informed H. Rifkin, Corporation Counsel, of the payment default and 

that the entire promissory note is now due, which amounts to $20,000.  In addition, the 

GHPA incurred another $40,000 in expenses from the 2018 summer basketball league, which 

has not been paid.  Attempts to collect these monies by HPS have not been successful; 

however, the GHPA has acknowledged verbally that they owe the amounts in question.  J. 

Caruso then noted that FY’2015 recommendations have all been addressed and will move on 

to FY’2016.  IAC Chairman Bergquist, with agreement from IAC Member See, agreed that 

FY’2015 metrics can be taken out of the audit recommendation tracking analysis moving 

forward. 

9. Under new business, J. Caruso noted that Internal Audit had acquired an intern through the 

Our Piece of the Pie grant and she is expected to be with the department for about a month.  

IAC Chairman Bergquist then permitted a question from a Hartford resident in attendance.  

The Hartford resident brought up an old complaint pertaining to the City Council Aides 

review, which was closed during our June 2019 meeting.  Discussion then ensued.  It was 

agreed by the IAC and the C. Trujillo that a memo would be issued that addresses all the 

control deficiencies pertaining to the City Council Aides review, along with 

recommendations to remediate those control deficiencies. 

10. The next IAC meeting is scheduled for September 18, 2019 at 2:00PM. in the IAD 

conference room # 304.  The meeting was adjourned at 2:53PM. after a motion made by IAC 

Chairman Bergquist, seconded by IAC Member See and unanimously approved. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Craig S. Trujillo – Chief Auditor, City of Hartford  


