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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

In accordance with our audit plan for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2020, we completed an examination in January 2020 of selected accounts and operations of 

the City of Hartford Corporation Counsel Settlement Expense, Attorney Fees and Revenue Accounts and Operations. The purpose of the examination was to 

evaluate and test internal accounting and operating controls, transactions processed and make appropriate recommendations. We reviewed the results of our 

examination with H. Rifkin, Corporation Counsel; A. Lombardi, Deputy Corporation Counsel; and, other responsible members in the department. We are pleased 

to report, that as a result of our audit work, the operations were found to be operating efficiently with good controls in place and as management expects. There were 

no significant issues raised during our audit that need management attention. We thank Corporation Counsel management for their cooperation and courtesies 

extended to us during the audit. 

 

BACKGROUND 

 
The Corporation Counsel’s Office (CCO) receives and processes checks from a 

number of sources.  The sources of revenue include, but are not limited to, fees 

for the transcription of records; reimbursements for third party damage to City of 

Hartford (City) property; legal settlements; Baseball Stadium special events; and, 

proceeds from the sale of City-owned property.  CCO also processes the payments 

for claim settlements against the City and fees to outside legal firms that provide 

services to the City.  The MUNIS Financial Management System (MUNIS) is used 

to account for receipts and disbursements related to the above. During the fiscal 

years ended June 30, 2019 and 2018, CCO processed payments for legal 

settlements totaling $3.6M and $3.2M, respectively, and $3.9M and $3.5M, 

respectively, for outside attorney fees.  For the fiscal year ending June 30, 2020, 

CCO had an adopted operating budget of about $1.5M which includes sixteen full-

time employee job positions. 

 

 

SCOPE 

 
The scope of the audit period was fiscal years ending June 30, 2019 and 2018. 

Audit procedures include the following:  

 

 Reviews and evaluations of policies, procedures and related internal 

operating and accounting controls;  

 Examinations of settlement agreements and related supporting 

documentation; 

 Reviews and tests of outside legal service invoices and other 

pertinent support for related payments; and,  

 Reviews and tests of cash receipt, bank deposit and accounting 

processes.  
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Audit Results: 

 

We are pleased to report, that as a result of our audit work, the operations were found to be operating efficiently, well controlled and as Corporation Counsel expects. 

There were no significant issues raised during our audit that needed management’s attention. A few minor control enhancements were communicated to management 

for consideration. 
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