
CITY OF HARTFORD 
ETHICS COMMISSION 

SPECIAL MEETING  
David Klein 

Chuck Culliton 
Kurtis Denison 

Sibongile Magubane 
 

Date:  November 13, 2018      
Time:  5:00 p.m. 
Location:  Rm. 301, Corporation Counsel Conference Room, City Hall 

MINUTES: 
Present:  Commissioner Klein, Commissioner Denison, Commissioner Magubane, Mr. Gerry Gemmel, 
and Assistant Corporation Counsel Lori Mizerak.   
 
The meeting was called to order by Commissioner Klein at 5:05 p.m.  Commissioner Denison made a 
motion to approve the minutes of the October 16, 2018 special meeting, Commissioner Klein moved to 
second, and the minutes were approved.  
 
As to the first item of old business, Statements of Financial Interest forms for 2017, Ms. Mizerak 
reported that there are now 27 forms outstanding; of those, 5 are current employees, 8 are former 
employees and the remainder are board and commission members, the majority being former board 
and commission members.  Ms. Mizerak reported that November 16, 2018 was listed as the due date on 
the recently-issued fine letters.  Ms. Mizerak will report on the status of returns at the December 
meeting, at which time the Commission will determine next steps.  Commissioner Denison also 
suggested that we begin our review of forms, and Ms. Mizerak will bring a sampling to the next meeting.   
 
As to the next item of old business, discussion of commission memberships, Commissioner Klein 
welcomed Mr. Gemmell, who has expressed an interest in joining the Commission.  Ms. Mizerak 
explained that the Ethics Code states that no more than 3 members can be of the same political party 
affiliation.  Ms. Mizerak stated that at the last meeting, Mr. Culliton had mentioned that he would be 
open to changing his affiliation from Democrat, back to Independent or Republican.  Mr. Klein will have 
a follow-up conversation with Mr. Culliton.  Since Mr. Gemmell’s party affiliation is Democrat, he would 
be ineligible for membership based on the current party affiliations of the members. 
 
As to the only item of new business, discussion of Ethics Code section(s) addressing Statements of 
Financial Interests and whether revisions are needed, Commissioner Klein stated that individuals seem 
confused about completing the form for the previous calendar year, and wondered if the forms should 
be completed more currently – so, in other words, complete the 2018 form in calendar year 2018. This 
would require a change in the ordinance.  A discussion ensued about this, particularly about the various 
pros and cons of such a change.  Commissioner Klein suggested that he and Ms. Mizerak meet with the 
Mayor’s legislative liaison, Alex Beaudoin, to see if there is any interest from the Administration in 
making such changes, or any other appropriate changes.  Ms. Mizerak will reach out to Ms. Beaudoin.  In 
addition, Commissioner Denison suggested that we review the cover letter that is sent out with the 
forms, and Commissioner Magubane suggested that we review the form itself to see if the instructions 
can be clarified.  The cover letter and form will be circulated at the December meeting for review and 
discussion.     
 
The next meeting is scheduled for December 11, 2018, at 5:00 p.m. in Room 301, Conference Room, 
Office of the Corporation Counsel.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Lori Mizerak  


