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A seriously wet spring agreeably transitioned into the warm and sunny weather of a 
conventional Connecticut summer. The parks department was able to make serious inroads  
on regular maintenance services that had been delayed due to wet spring conditions. The 
welcomed change in weather pattern allowed crews to prep parks for a busy and vibrant 
summer season ahead. 
 
The momentous $14 million* completed makeover of 84 year old Dillon Stadium was truly a 
shining star for July. The stadium opened with 5500 seats. Home to Hartford Athletics Soccer 
as well as UCONN men and women soccer and very importantly an admirable and viable 
resource for local school athletics for many years to come. *(including a $1.2 million loan from 
the Hartford Parks Trust) 
 
Excitement in July continued on with the PGA hosting of the 2019 Girls Jr. Championship at 
Keney Golf Course. Young women from across the nation and six countries played amazing 
rounds of golf on the course. Yuka Saso, native of the Philippines, brought in the winning score 
of 14 under par 266. Not far behind, South Carolina native Jensen Castle, placed second with 
12 under par 268. Keney Golf Course remained the place to be at the end of July as the PGA 
returned to host the Boys Jr. Championship. Jack Heath, from Charlotte, North Carolina, took 
home the winning trophy with a 21 under par 259. While Miami native Jake Beber-Frankel shot 
an amazing round and a course record of 60 on the second day of play. All names to 
remember. 
 
The PGA hosting of both the girls and boys championships not only graced our beautiful Keney 
Golf Course with amazing rounds of golf but also generated nearly one million dollars for the 
local economy. Simply excellent. 
 
Sandwiched between golf tournaments the Parks Department hosted a series of events with 
over arching appeal. Movies, yoga, and dance programs brought excitement and vibrancy not 
only for Hartford residents but for surrounding communities as well. Not to be forgotten, 
sporting events, splash pads, pools, and nourishing free lunch programs were appreciated by 
many of Hartford’s residents. 
 
Thousands of marchers and spectators were drawn to Bushnell Park for a colorful and lively 
West Indian Parade and Festival. Festival goers were treated to cultural cuisine, music and 
dance. Connecticut summer weather heated up as temperatures rose but did not deter 
perpetually faithful jazz fans from spreading their blankets and setting up their chairs to listen 
to the soothing music at the 3 day long Hartford Jazz Festival. The Jazz festival provided a 
respite from the heat wave and opportunity to relax under the stars at Bushnell Park. 
 



A perennial favorite for all ages, The Carousel at Bushnell Park, celebrated a grand 105th 
birthday in August with free rides and festivities. 105 never looked so good as the exquisite 
carousel horses brought joy to all who participated. A true gem. 
 
The Oktoberfest bash capped a very popular weekly beer garden season at the Bushnell Park 
Pump House. An excellent foundation was laid at the pumphouse for the weekly beer garden 
and pizza party to become a yearly event.  
 
On the revenue side at Goodwin and Keney Golf Courses. As of September 30,2019 95% 
($559,506.00) of the 2019 budget for Goodwin had been reached. At Keney, 89% ($837,112.00) 
of the 2019 budget had been reached. 
 
Capital improvements accomplished this summer include new basketball courts at Parker 
Memorial, Goodwin, and Colt Parks. The new baseball field at Pope Park is ready for day and 
night little league games. Golfers cannot help but be excited by the new Pro Shop and men and 
women’s bathrooms. While renovations took a bit longer than desired, both the Pro Shop and 
bathrooms look and function great. The old stage between the Pond House Restaurant and 
Rose Garden at Elizabeth has been taken down and the area is being prepared for the new 
stage to be built this autumn. 
 
On October 1,2019 the Winter fantasia started setting up for the upcoming Holiday season. 
Due to Fantasia and traffic logistics the dredging of the pond near the 7th hole will began late 
winter or early spring. 
 
Elizabeth Park received a donation of 65 trees from Hartford architect Tai Soo Kim. A variety  
of cultivars were included along with funds to cover both installation and a continued 
maintenance program for the trees. A grand step forward for both the arboreal beauty of the 
park and its accreditation as an Arboretum.  
 
Batterson Park is receiving welcomed attention from a dedicated group working to facilitate  
the reopening of one of Hartford’s most beautiful assets. The reopened venue would offer a 
welcomed respite for all in the area. The City of Hartford, State of CT., and Batterson Park 
Conservancy are all involved and are working diligently towards the goal. Stay tuned as 
announcements may be on the horizon. 
 
Hartford’s love of trees is clearly evident at Colt Park. A variety of new trees were planted 
including additions to the apple orchard and the back side of garages to help reduce graffiti. 
The new fields and lighting are moving forward with a spring start date.   
 
Establishing a regular maintenance schedule on Bankside Grove area of Pope Park was 
discussed with Jean, May and David. Short term goals include widening the path from the 
future rotary down to the community garden. We also hope to cut the low/no mow slope in the 
next few weeks. A longer range goal includes implementing the Bankside Grove Landscape.  
 



The contractor has begun installing footings for the new parks signage throughout the city. 
 
Upcoming fall season schedule includes the planting of spring flowering bulbs to many park 
entrances. The annual bulb enhancements are part of our ongoing endeavor towards a brighter 
more vibrant city. 
 
Lastly, over 75 summer events, large and small, were held and staffed by the Hartford Parks 
Department with support from Hartford DPW. A season well done. 


