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MEETING MINUTES 
Tuesday, June 4th, 2019 

Green Room, Room 100, City Hall  
550 Main St., Hartford, CT 06103 

 
Commissioners attending: Sam King, Edith Pestana, Kerri Provost, Alex 

Rodriguez, Tom Swarr 

City Staff: David Grant, Shubhada Kambi, Aimee Chambers 

Public: Nancy Bowden, Sara Bronin, Alex Herbst, Jillian Huey, Luci Lebron, 

Mary Sanders 

 

I. Meeting was called to order at 5:56 PM. 

II. Meeting Notes  

There were no edits to the draft minutes. Sam K. moved to approve the 

May minutes and Alex R. seconded. The motion passed with 5 ayes. 

III. ACOTE Planning Process 

Plan of Conservation and Development Update – Aimee Chambers and 

Sara Bronin described the update to the City’s plan of conservation and 

development. The overarching theme is Hartford 400 and will link to 

regional plans to recognize the City’s 400th anniversary. The plan will be 

organized around five themes: 

• Plan 400 – community more equitable 

• Grow 400 – economy more prosperous 

• Move 400 – transport more mobile 

• Live 400 – culture more vibrant 

• Green 400 – environment more sustainable 

Several topics under each theme have been identified. The City is seeking 

community input to ensure the appropriate topics have been captured to 

address resident concerns and priorities. They will be shopping these 
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concepts around through August in parallel with developing a robust public engagement plan. 

The preliminary schedule is to have a complete draft by April 2020 to submit to the mandated 

review process. The state deadline for final approval is July 2020. A copy of the presentation is 

available online under the June meeting -  https://www.meetinginfo.org/meetings/455.  

 

Considerations for Energy and Declaration of Climate Emergency – Alex R. & Sam K. 

reported on their work to review priorities for energy. A copy of their report is available online. 

They suggested ACOTE’s goal should be to take an active role in promoting energy efficiency 

and renewable energy programs as a means of helping city residents reduce their carbon 

footprint by drawing down energy consumption, in addition to helping them save money while 

supporting local green jobs. A range of options was discussed. Not all commissioners had had a 

chance to review background documents on a formal declaration of climate crisis. It was also 

questioned whether such a declaration was the best way to promote the identified objectives. 

The discussion indicated ACOTE should adopt a two- step process for identifying priority 

actions. The first, illustrated by their report, was to suggest a general area of focus and submit to 

the full commission for endorsement of further effort. The second step would require the 

subgroup to do more homework and develop specific actions for review and approval by the full 

commission. Edith P. made a motion to endorse the work of the energy subgroup & have them 

come back with specific action. Tom S. seconded the motion, and it was passed unanimously. 

 
Review of priorities based on Climate Action Plan goals - Based on previous discussion, it 

was suggested to define subgroups around each of the five themes of the Climate Action Plan to 

help define our priorities. Tom S. volunteered to chair a workgroup on Waste. Kerri P. and Alex 

R. volunteered for Transportation. Tom S. reported that MIRA had held a public meeting with 

town officials earlier that day to provide an update on the negotiations with Sacyr- Rooney. The 

parties are making progress, but many details remain & it was suggested that a comprehensive 

development agreement might not be completed this year. However, current information 

indicates that the tipping fee will be in the $100/ ton range, towns will be required to sign long- 

term agreements to deliver all their waste (flow control rather than a specified amount of waste) 
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with no opt out provision. There was also significant uncertain due to the collapse of markets 

for recovered materials. It was decided to focus the July meeting on waste. 

 

Council agenda review – There were three items of specific interest to ACOTE. Two 

resolutions related to MIRA. One requesting that MIRA restore the host community benefit 

payment to $4 million/ year was approved on the consent agenda. The second resolution 

requested that MIRA credit the Hartford Department of Public Works for the average per ton 

transportation cost for waste delivered to the MIRA facility. (Note- Hartford pays the same fee 

as other towns that deliver their waste to transfer stations as the transportation costs are 

“socialized.” This also affects other towns that deliver directly to the South Meadows facility.) 

This was referred to the Operations, Management, Budget and Government Accountability 

Committee. The final resolution was a ban on single- use plastic bags, and action was postponed 

until the June 10 Council meeting. The ban was on the agenda for the meeting of the Public 

Works, Parks, Recreation, and Environment Committee scheduled for following evening. Alex 

R. moved to write a letter of support for the ban. Sam K. seconded the motion, and it passed 

with four ayes and one abstention. Kerri P. volunteered to draft the letter. 

 

ACOTE Outreach efforts – Tom S. reported on the meeting of the Membership Committee. 

Discussions with prospective commissioners have revealed that many are reluctant to commit 

because of perceived demands on their time. However, they did express a willingness to help on 

specific topics of interest or action items. Thus, in our recruiting efforts we should be open to 

varying levels of commitment, in addition to seeking new commissioners. It was agreed that 

commissioners would fill in a matrix of interests based on the five focus areas and three core 

values of the Climate Action Plan to identify any missing perspectives and inform our recruiting 

efforts. There was some discussion of how ACOTE could best reach out to the public. A draft 

flyer and brief description were prepared and will be distributed to the commissioners for 

review and comment. The report is available under the June meeting (see link above.) 
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IV. Other Business  

Office of Sustainability Update - Retain the Rain, the City’s residential rain barrel program, has 

reached more than 100 households and distributed ~170 rain barrels, with stormwater capture 

potential of 221,000 gallons. Solar for All, a program led by the CT Green Bank vendor Posigen, 

in partnership with the City, has tallied 120 sign ups, 116 installations, and 84 arrays up and 

running. For this year’s campaign, Posigen estimates an average savings of $700 per year in 

Hartford 

The Retain the Rain project, with funding by National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, will 

continue to scale, and has a goal of 700 rain barrels distributed throughout Hartford. The program 

is being organized by Grace Yi, in partnership with Our Piece of the Pie and Keney Park 

Sustainability Project. 

The City will be conducting recycling outreach this summer under a program funded with a CT 

DEEP grant in partnership with Vecinos Unidos and SINA.  Daniela Teran, a summer design 

fellow, will be helping us with the bilingual training of 10-12 canvassers, and also, creating a 

model that we can replicate in other neighborhoods. Daniela is an architect and native Spanish 

speaker who runs a grassroots design studio in Ecuador. 

Announcements – Please visit the Hartford Climate Stewardship Initiative web page and 

ACOTE’s FB group page for the latest announcements. 

 

V. Next Meeting – July 2, 2019 – There was a consensus that next meeting should focus on waste. 

 
 

VI. Summary of Action Items 

Outstanding Action Items 

• Draft article for Hartford Courant on some environmental topic on behalf of ACOTE – Kerri 
Provost 

• Compile summary of our brain storming of priorities based on the focus areas of Climate 
Action Plan – Tom Swarr 

 
June Action Items  
• Invite Councilmen John Gale & James Sanchez to July meeting – Tom Swarr 
• Invite Mike Looney, DPW to July meeting – Tom Swarr 
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• Distribute interest matrix and strawman description of ACOTE mission – Tom Swarr 
• Develop work plan with specific recommendations for energy focus area – Alex Rodriguez 

& Sam King 
• Draft letter of support for banning single-use plastic bags – Kerri Provost 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Tom Swarr, Secretary 


