DEPARTMENT OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES – PLANNING DIVISION
REPORT: 132 Oxford Street, Hartford, CT 06105
For consideration: September 16, 2020

STAFF REPORT
TO:
FROM:

HARTFORD PRESERVATION COMMISSION
Grant Losapio, Consultant
Email: oneplan@hartford.gov

PROJECT:

132 Oxford Street
PARCEL ID: 110-303-093

ZONE:

N-2-1

TYPE:

ARTICLE XII HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
Sec. 28-170 through 28-221

APPLICANT:

William McNair

OWNER:

Bria Day

HISTORIC DISTRICT: West End North National Historic District

Location Map

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
The residence at 42 Cone Street is a 2 1/2 story hip roof structure built in 1903 in the Colonial
Revival style, having stucco exterior.
Proposed Project: According to the Applicant’s narrative the proposed work is to: “Build new deck
in Southeast corner of house. Deck to have 5/4”x6” spaced deck boards. Install lattice to match side
porch. Build 6’ privacy wall around perimeter of deck. Build stairs to back yard.”
LEGAL STANDARD
The Commission reviews and acts upon all applications for Document of Suitability. No person or
entity may, without first applying and obtaining the approval of the Commission, file an application
for a demolition permit, or for a building permit for any protected property as designated in the
Historic Preservation Ordinance Sec. 28-219.
STANDARD SPECIFIC TO THE USE
The commission shall adopt the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation and the
Hartford Guidelines for Renovations and Additions to Historic Buildings.
According to page 28 & 29- “Designing Alterations and Additions” of the adopted Guidelines for
Renovations and Additions to Historic Buildings; “Avoid additions which obscure and/or adamage the

original building’s features. Try to locate the additions on non-character defining sides, set back from the building, or
out of view from the street… Rhythm is affected by dramatic changes in wall planes, window and door placement, size,
shape, symmetry, and overall composition of solids and voids”
FINDING OF FACTS
CURRENT USE:
YEAR BUILT:

PROPOSED USE:
STYLE:

Residential
1903

no change
Colonial Revival

Particular Mention in historic nomination: n/a
Current Conditions: This building is in good condition. This building is 1 of the 29 historic stucco
structures that contribute to the West End North National Historic District.
Condition of other properties in neighborhood: Other properties on Oxford Street are primarily
in good condition and retain mostly Colonial Revival, Queen Anne, and Shingle style forms and
detailing. Some of the historic homes on Oxford Street are more eclectic and pull details from
differing historic styles. Siding materials in this area range between brick, stucco, and wood
clapboard or wood shingle/shake.
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Figure 1. Google Streetview, dated June 2019. View of the front of subject property and the adjacent
properties.

Figure 2. Google Streetview, dated June 2019. View from Subject Property looking North on Oxford Street.
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Figure 3. Google Streetview, dated June 2019. View from Subject Property looking South on Oxford Street.

Figure 4. Google Streetview, dated June 2019. View from Subject Property looking across Oxford Street.
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Figure 5. Google Streetview, dated June 2020. View from Oxford Street looking North towards the subject
property. Depicts the view from the street in which the proposed work will be visible.

COMMENTS RECEIVED

(None received as of September 9th, 2020)

ANALYSIS
The home at 132 Oxford Street retains a unique Colonial Revival form and stucco siding that is
characteristic of the architectural experimentation and mix of historic styles that are present on
Oxford Street.
The proposed work is towards the rear of the home as shown in the Layout Sketch (Attachment 2),
and will not be visible from the front of the home, but will be partially visible from Oxford Street,
looking North towards the side of the home, as shown in Figure 5. It is therefore subject to the
Hartford Historic Preservation Guidelines.
The proposed deck is a 16’x25’ structure with the decking material 3’ height from grade. The 3’
opening around the deck is proposed to be screened with lattice skirting to match the existing side
porch, per the provided estimate (Attachment 4). A privacy wall is also proposed around the
perimeter of the deck, measuring 6’ in height from the decking, and constructed of solid privacy wall
panels, per the elevations (Attachment 3). The estimate states that these privacy wall panels are
meant to match the side porch, but to a greater height. Staff believes this refers to the panels, behind
the side porch railing that enclose the porch. These are best depicted in the last photo provided
(Attachment 5), but some additional clarification as to the design of these privacy panels may be
needed to fully understand their design. All wood decking elements are proposed to be mahogany.
Staff believes that the design of the proposed deck, privacy wall, and the proposed materials will not
be detrimental to the structure’s historic character. The proposal to continue the elements of the
side porch in the lattice work and the privacy wall panels would provide unity in the design with the
home’s existing details, however some additional information or explanation of the design of the
privacy panels may be needed to determine the true nature of the design element which is the
primary visual of the deck’s elevation.
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends approval of this application with the following condition(s):
1. The applicant will provide the commission with additional
information/explanation as to the design and visual appearance of the proposed
privacy wall panels;
A draft resolution follows.
ATTACHMENTS
Application & Supporting Documents – provided by the applicant
1. Application
2. Layout Sketch
3. Elevation Sketch
4. Estimate
5. Photos
REVIEWED,

Digitally signed by Aimee
Chambers
DN: cn=Aimee Chambers, o=City
of Hartford, ou=Director of
Planning,
email=aimee.chambers@hartford
.gov, c=US
Date: 2020.09.11 20:06:23 -04'00'

_______________________
Aimee Chambers, Director
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CITY OF HARTFORD
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION RESOLUTION
132 OXFORD STREET
HISTORIC PRESERVATION PROPOSAL
Whereas,

The City of Hartford Historic Preservation Commission reviewed the proposal to
construct a new back deck and privacy wall at 132 Oxford Street; and

Whereas,

The property is located in the West End North National Historic District; and

Whereas,

The structure is a 2 ½ story building of Colonial Revival style; and

Whereas,

The applicant proposes to install a 16’x25’ deck off the Southeast corner of the home;
and

Whereas,

The deck is proposed to have lattice work skirting matching the existing lattice work on
the adjacent side porch; and

Whereas,

The proposed privacy wall is to be 6’ in height from the top of the deck and have solid
wooden privacy wall panels with detailing to match the existing wall panels that enclose
the adjacent side porch; and

Whereas,

All wood elements proposed are to be mahogany; and

Whereas,

The proposed work is consistent with the City’s Historic Design Principles;
Now therefore Be It

Resolved,

This 16th day of September 2020.
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Attachment 1: Application

Attachment 2: Layout Sketch

Attachment 3: Elevation Sketch

Attachment 4: Estimate

Attachment 5: Photos

