DEPARTMENT OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES – PLANNING DIVISION
REPORT: 5 Constitution Plaza, Hartford, CT 06105
For consideration: September 16, 2020
STAFF REPORT
TO:
FROM:

HARTFORD PRESERVATION COMMISSION
Grant Losapio, Consultant
Email: oneplan@hartford.gov

PROJECT:

5 Constitution Plaza
PARCEL ID: 268-335-0936

ZONE:

DT-1

TYPE:

ARTICLE XII HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
Sec. 28-170 through 28-221

APPLICANT:

Gjinovefa Luari

OWNER:

5 CP Landlord, LLC

HISTORIC REGISTER:

Location Map

National Historic Register #12000359

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
The existing building at 5 Constitution Plaza is a historic former hotel building, formerly known as
Hotel America, on Constitution Plaza that was built in 1964. It is a 12 story structure built out of
steel, concrete, and glass. The building itself is built over Kinsey Street on large steel I-beam trusses.
The structure’s branding has changed several times over the years, but was most recently purchased
by developers in 2011 and converted into the luxury Spectra Boutique Apartments.
The particular unit this application refers to is a ground story, storefront type unit that occupies the
Northwest corner of the intersection of Columbus Blvd and Kinsey Street. This unit was previously
occupied by Spectra Wired Café.
Proposed Project: According to the Applicant’s narrative:
“The Place 2 Be restaurant is expanding their operations into downtown Hartford, taking over the
former Spectra Wired Café, which was formerly owned & operated by 5 CP, LLC Landlords. The
café was built to suit a restaurant, so The Place 2 Be had to make very minimal updates that were
mostly cosmetic prior to opening. Specifically related to signage, where the existing signage was
rebranded and resurfaced to reflect The Place 2 Be logo imaging/text. Prior to making these
alterations The Place 2 Be consulted with signage company, city leaders, & former tenants of the
space who advised permits were pulled prior, therefore The Place to Be resurfacing would not
require town app.”
LEGAL STANDARD
The Commission reviews and acts upon all applications for Document of Suitability. No person or
entity may, without first applying and obtaining the approval of the Commission, file an application
for a demolition permit, or for a building permit for any protected property as designated in the
Historic Preservation Ordinance Sec. 28-219.
STANDARD SPECIFIC TO THE USE
The commission shall adopt the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation and the
Hartford Guidelines for Renovations and Additions to Historic Buildings.
According to page 39- “Storefronts” of the adopted Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for
Rehabilitation; “Using inappropriately scaled signs and logos or other types of signs that obscure, damage, or
destroy remaining character-defining features of the historic building.” is NOT recommended and “If features of the
structural system are exposed such as brick walls, cast iron columns, roof trusses, posts and beams, vigas, or stone
foundation walls, they may be important in defining the building’s overall historic character.”
FINDING OF FACTS
BUILDING USE:
YEAR BUILT:

5 Constitution Plaza

UNIT USE:
STYLE:

Mixed Use
1964

2

Storefront-Service-Restaurant
Modern

Particular Mention in historic nomination: 5 Constitution Plaza is particularly notable for being
the first major urban renewal project of the Hartford Redevelopment Agency, which was founded in
1950. The building was designed by noted Modernist architecture firm Curtis & Davis and is an
important local example of Modern and Brutalist architecture. It also became one of the first
modern buildings to be listed in the State Register of Historic Places in 2012. The steel trusses
carrying the building over Kinsey Street were the largest made to date in the state, at the time of
construction.
Current Conditions: This building is in good condition.

Figure 1. Google Streetview, dated June 2019. View of the subject structure from the intersection of
Columbus Blvd. and State Street.
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Figure 2. Google Streetview, dated June 2019. View of the structure from the intersection of Columbus Blvd.
and Kinsey Street. Red circle indicates the location of the unit referred to in this application.

Figure 3. Image of the structure from a historic postcard, postmarked Jan 22, 1970, depicting the structure
while it still carried the name Hotel America.
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Figure 4. Google Streetview, dated June 2019. View of the subject unit as it adresses the corner of
Columbus and Kinsey. Depicts the area of the proposed banner signs and cabinet sign.

Figure 5. Google Streetview, dated June 2019. View looking into the outdoor seating area that occupies the
corner of Columbus and Kinsey.
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Figure 6. Google Streetview, dated June 2019. View of the main entrance to the subject unit on Kinsey
Street.

COMMENTS RECEIVED

(None received as of September 10th, 2020)

ANALYSIS
The structure at 5 Constitution Plaza is a unique building with its roots in Modernist architecture
that has, for the most part, been able to retain its historic architectural character simply by
maintaining an exterior of glass, steel, and concrete. Some of the large banner signage and
ornamentation of the building might detract somewhat from the largely minimalist ideals that are
core to Modern architecture, but the scale and repetition of form in the building’s façade retain their
Modern feel.
The signs proposed in this application center around the particular storefront unit shown in Figures
4-6. As shown in Attachment 2, the majority of the proposed signage is replacing of existing signs
(some banner, window, cabinet, and “blade” signs), from the previous tenant. The one exception
appears to be an increase in the size of 2 of the banner signs that are affixed to the concrete support
columns along Columbus Blvd.
While the signage is attached to the large concrete pillars that support the structure, which are
defining elements of the materials and geometric repetition of Modernist architecture, it appears that
the signs do not cause a large obstruction of the pillars or defining features of the structure and
perhaps even stand to draw some attention to the repetition in the building’s structural design.
It should be noted that the signs are already installed and that this application is as the result of a
zoning enforcement action. No in-kind historic approval or sign permit was approvved by staff.
However, staff does not believe that the proposed new signs will have a negative impact on the
historic character of the structure.
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends approval of this application as proposed.
A draft resolution follows.
ATTACHMENTS
Application & Supporting Documents – provided by the applicant
1. Application
2. Proposed Signage
REVIEWED,

Digitally signed by Aimee
Chambers
DN: cn=Aimee Chambers, o=City
of Hartford, ou=Director of
Planning,
email=aimee.chambers@hartfor
d.gov, c=US
Date: 2020.09.11 17:31:40 -04'00'

_______________________
Aimee Chambers, Director
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CITY OF HARTFORD
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION RESOLUTION
5 CONSTITUTION PLAZA
HISTORIC PRESERVATION PROPOSAL
Whereas,

The City of Hartford Historic Preservation Commission reviewed the proposal to reface
and replace signage at 5 Constitution Plaza; and

Whereas,

The property is listed in the National Register of Historic Places; and

Whereas,

The structure is a 12 story building of Modernist architectural style with concrete, steel,
and glass exterior; and

Whereas,

The applicant proposes to reface (1) cabinet sign, (1) “blade” sign, (3) banner signs and
remove and replace (2) banner signs and all window signage; and

Whereas,

The (2) proposed replacement banner signs are approximately 10’x30”; and

Whereas,

The proposed signage will not negatively impact the historic character of the structure;
and

Whereas,

The proposed work is consistent with the City’s Historic Design Principles;
Now therefore Be It

Resolved,

The City of Hartford Historic Preservation Commission hereby approves the proposed
work as proposed.
Be It Further,

Resolved,

This 16th day of September 2020.
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Attachment 1: Application

Attachment 2: Proposed Signage

