
 

 
 

DEPARTMENT OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES – PLANNING DIVISION  
REPORT: 1093 Albany Avenue, Hartford, CT 06112 
For consideration: October 21, 2020 

 
STAFF REPORT 

 
TO:  HARTFORD PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
FROM:  Kate Montgomery, Consultant 

Email: oneplan@hartford.gov 
   
PROJECT:   1093 Albany Avenue 
  PARCEL ID: 176-198-128 
 
ZONE:  MS-1  HISTORIC DISTRICT:  Upper Albany National Historic District 
 
TYPE: ARTICLE XII HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

Sec. 28-170 through 28-221 
  
APPLICANT: LuAnn Krepcio, Office Manager for Manchester Awning & Canvas Products   
OWNER: Horace Pinkney, Pinkney-Miller & Colquhoun, LLC 
 

 
Location Map 
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
The mixed-use, cottage commercial building on Albany Ave is located within a row of homes 
which have been altered to include 1-story commercial facades in front of and protruding from 
the original 2-1/2 story homes. This particular structure has a tan brick first floor façade, tan/
mustard vinyl siding, and a gable roof.   

Proposed Project: The applicant seeks to install a 24' x 19' x 6" four season patio roof, produced by 
Metals USA Building Products, in front of the existing brick façade over the existing outdoor cafe 
space and has agreed to reduce the depth to 17’ so as not to encroach on the state right of way. The 
structure will be supported by four 3”x3” posts located 16 feet from the building and spaced 8’ 
apart. The proposed roof will be constructed from 6” thick, Pro-Fab EZ Lok panels containing an 
expanded polystyrene (EPS) core with 0.032 aluminum skin and stucco finish, in either white or 
wheat color. The roof is to be secured to the building and will taper towards the street with a 10’ 
clearance as proposed by Manchester Awning & Sign in the documents included with the 
application.  
LEGAL STANDARD 
The Commission reviews and acts upon all applications for Document of Suitability. No person or 
entity may, without first applying and obtaining the approval of the Commission, file an application 
for a demolition permit, or for a building permit for any protected property as designated in the 
Historic Preservation Ordinance Sec. 28-219. 

STANDARD SPECIFIC TO THE USE  
The commission shall adopt the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation and the 
Hartford Guidelines for Renovations and Additions to Historic Buildings. 

According to page 27 -  “Designing Alterations and Additions” of the adopted Guidelines for 
Renovations and Additions to Historic Buildings “Recommended… Alterations and additions which 
are in character with the style, detail and massing of the existing building… Acceptable…Alterations and minor 
additions may reproduce historical style. Larger additions may be contemporary in style and detail, as long as they are 
compatible in materials, massing and scale to the original… Not Recommended… Stylistic alterations to the original 
materials or design. Use of modern elements or materials not compatible with original. Covering or destroying historical 
elements.” 

According to page 37 - “Façades” of the adopted Guidelines for Renovations and Additions to 
Historic Buildings “Whenever possible, retain original details and materials. If it becomes necessary to 
introduce new elements, or to mix old and new parts, they should harmonize with what already exists… Attractive 
storefronts are always designed as part of the building which contains them. By relating to the style and detailing of the 
upper floors. the storefront becomes an integral part of the total building and actually makes a bolder, more cohesive 
statement.” 

According to page 38 - “Storefronts” of the adopted Guidelines for Renovations and Additions to 
Historic Buildings “When planning a storefront renovation, remember that the storefront is a part of a larger 
structure and its design should relate to the building’s overall character, the nature of the business and the identity of 
the owner. This can be accomplished by the introduction of small elements such as signs, awnings and window boxes.” 
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FINDING OF FACTS 
CURRENT USE:  Restaurant & Residential PROPOSED USE: No Change 
YEAR BUILT:  1904 STYLE:  Queen Anne/Colonial 

Particular Mention in historic nomination: Item 7, page 4 1081-1097 Albany Avenue is listed as 
a contributing building dated to 1904, 2-1/2 stories, gable roof, Queen Anne/Colonial (store & 2 
houses). A September 29, 1986 revision changed the status of 1081-1097, and 11 other buildings 
on Albany Ave to non-contributing.   

Current Conditions: This building is in fair condition but has undergone many changes that have 
rendered it non-contributing to the historic district including the commercial façade and vinyl siding. 

Condition of other properties in neighborhood: Other properties in this area of Albany Ave have 
a wide range of Mixed, Commercial, Religious, and Multi-Family Residential uses. Many buildings 
are historic residential structures with Queen Anne and Colonial Revival details, that have retail 
additions set ahead of the face of the original building and have lost some of their historic character. 
Buildings range from poor to good condition.  

Figure 1.  Provided with application. View of the Subject Property and proposed awning over the outdoor 
seating area. The sign is not part of this application and the Applicant has agreed to shorten the awning to 17’ 
depth, keeping it within the existing fenced area.  
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Figure 2 & 3.  Provided with application. Left, approximate location of the proposed awning in the front yard 
of 193-197 Albany Ave. Right, section view sketch of the proposed awning structure. The Applicant has 
agreed to shorten the roof from 19’ to 17’ depth to keep within the right of way and behind existing fence.  

Figure 4.  Google Streetview, dated June 2019.  View of the Subject Property and neighboring cottage 
commercial buildings, none of which are contributing to the Upper Albany National Historic District. The 
proposed awning will not be blocking any significant historic details or storefront windows.  



1093 Albany Ave 5 

Figure 5.  Image taken by Staff October 9, 2020.  View looking northwest on Albany Ave includes the Subject 
Property, and a variety of commercial, residential, and mixed-use buildings in the area. 

Figure 6.  Image taken by Staff October 9, 2020.  View of the Subject Property with temporary shade 
structure currently in place above the outdoor seating area. 
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Figure 7. Image taken by Staff October 9, 2020. Non-contibuting cottage commercial buildings one block  
southeast of the Subject Property on Albany Ave. Buildings such as Kabbalah House, are aiming to establish 
a new character and identity for the neighborhood along Albany Ave. 

Figure 8. Google Streetview, dated June 2019. Another view of the various façade styles of 101-139 Albany Ave. 

Figure 9. Image 4 from the Upper Albany National Historic District Nomination. View northwest showing 
the buildings pictured above, Figure 8, located south of the subject parcel.  
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COMMENTS RECEIVED (None received as of October 13, 2020) 

ANALYSIS  
The Preservation Guidelines do not directly address an awnings or extensions to existing facades. 
However, it is recommended that the storefront is treated as “a part of a larger structure and its 
design should relate to the building’s overall character, the nature of the business, and the identity of 
the owner.” Ideally, the proposed roof structure would be of materials relating to the original façade. 
However, obtaining and constructing the addition using matching brick would be cost prohibitive 
for a project of this scale and the remainder of the house has been resided with vinyl which is not a 
recommended material. Due to past modifications to the subject structure and others along Albany 
Ave, and their non-contributing status to the National Historic District, an addition of more modern 
materials and style as proposed is reasonable.  

The Guidelines prefer that a facade “retain original details and materials [whenever possible]. If it 
becomes necessary to introduce new elements, or to mix old and new parts, they should harmonize 
with what already exists… Attractive storefronts are always designed as part of the building which 
contains them. By relating to the style and detailing of the upper floors. the storefront becomes an 
integral part of the total building and actually makes a bolder, more cohesive statement.” A 
retractable awning, other commercial grade awning or canopy, or wood frame with asphalt shingle 
roof matching the existing building and roof would be preferable to the aluminum with stucco 
imprint proposed. The proposed four-season patio roof products are also intended for residential 
installation and are not ideal for a storefront property. 

Material colors are not addressed in the Preservation Guidelines but are generally limited by the 
historic materials. The applicant indicated white or wheat are the colors being considered for the 
structure. No color chart was provided but a wheat color would likely complement and blend into 
the existing façade more than a white structure. Another consideration would be to install a black 
structure that would coordinate with the existing fence and streetlights seen along Albany Ave, while 
not historic elements, they add cohesive character to is part of the district. While this individual 
property is not a contributing structure to the National Historic District, the impact of the proposed 
patio roof on this front façade to the character of the surrounding district and Albany Ave 
Streetscape should be considered. The proposed roof installation project requires site plan review 
following this historic review.  

Staff believes that the proposed awning does not meet the adopted Guidelines for Renovations and 
Additions to Historic Buildings, however the subject building and the majority of the buildings along 
Albany Ave are non-contributing buildings to the Upper Albany National Historic District and 
therefore should respect the guidelines but not be held strictly to them. The proposed patio roof 
addition is of reasonable scale and overall, will not have a negative impact on the District.  

STAFF RECOMMENDATION  
Staff recommends approval of this application. 

Please also note: 
1. The applicant will need to proceed with site plan review for the proposed awning/roof

installation following this historic review.



1093 Albany Ave 8 

A draft resolution follows.   

ATTACHMENTS  
1. Application and supporting documents. (Drawing, Rendering, Pro-Fab-Metals USA

Brochure, Roof Brochure, Snow Load Chart, Wind Load Chart) 
2. Pages 31-38 of the adopted Guidelines for Renovations and Additions to Historic Buildings.

REVIEWED,

_______________________ 
Aimee Chambers, Director 
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CITY OF HARTFORD 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION RESOLUTION  
1093 ALBANY AVENUE 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION PROPOSAL  
  
Whereas, The City of Hartford Historic Preservation Commission reviewed the proposal for the 

installation of a roof over the outdoor café area in the front yard of 1093 Albany Ave; and  
 
Whereas, The existing structure is a 2-1/2 stories, gable roof, Queen Anne/Colonial style multi-unit 

home with a tan brick commercial façade at street level; and 
 
Whereas,  The subject building is in fair condition but possessed many alterations, including the 

brick commercial façade addition, loss of original details, and installed vinyl siding; and 
 
Whereas, The property is located in the Upper Albany National Historic District and is listed as a 

non-contributing building; and  
 
Whereas, The applicant proposes to install a 24' x 19' x 6" four season patio roof, produced by 

Metals USA Building Products, in front of the existing brick façade over the existing 
outdoor cafe space and has agreed to reduce the depth to 17’. The structure will be 
supported by four 3”x3” posts located 16 feet from the building and spaced 8’ apart. The 
roof will be constructed from 6” thick, Pro-Fab EZ Lok panels containing an expanded 
polystyrene (EPS) core with 0.032 aluminum skin and stucco finish, in either white or 
wheat color. The roof is to be secured to the building and will taper towards the street 
with a 10’ clearance as proposed by Manchester Awning & Sign in the documents 
included with the application; and 

 
Whereas,  The adjacent structures and many other buildings on this block are non-contributing 

historic residences with Queen Anne and Colonial Revival form and commercial 
additions set ahead of the original building; and 

 
Whereas,  The proposed work is not consistent with the City’s Historic Design Principles; 
 

Now therefore Be It 
  
Resolved, The City of Hartford Historic Preservation Commission hereby approves the proposed 

work. 
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Be It Further, 
  

Resolved, This 21th day of October 2020. 



DDS- Planning & Zoning: Historic
Review Application

Submission date: 5 October 2020, 1:48PM

Receipt number: 60

Question Response
Property Information
Property Address Street: 1093 Albany Ave.

City: Hartford
State: CT
Zip Code: 06112

Zoning District: Hartford
Parcel ID:
Property Owner: Horace Pinkney
Property Owner's Address: Street: 1093 Albany Ave.

City: Hartford
State: CT 
Zip Code: 06112-2315

Phone: (860) 305-7819
Email: horacepinkney@comcast.net
Applicant
Please check if “Applicant” is the same as
“Property Owner”
Name of Applicant: Manchester Awning & Canvas Products
File Date: 10/05/2020
Address: Street: 819 Middle Turnpike East

City: Manchester
State: CT
Zip Code: 06060-3724

Phone: (860) 649-3091
Email: Jeff@manchesterawning.com
Primary Point of Contact
Name: Jeff Nodden (owner)
Phone: (860) 649-3091
Email: Jeff@manchesterawning.com
Describe your application action(s) and provide
as much detail as possible. 24' x 19' x 6" four season patio roof

Proposed work: New Construction
Current materials being repaired/replaced:
Materials/products being used in work: aluminum

1 of 2



Please upload all supporting materials and
photographs below.

Load chart (snow).pdf
Drawing.pdf
rendering.jpg
Pro-Fab - Metals USA Brochure Page 2.pdf
Roof Brochure.pdf
wind load chart.pdf

Signatures
Signature of Applicant:

Link to signature
Name of Applicant: LuAnn Krepcio - Office Manager
Date: 10-05-20
Signature of Property Owner:

Link to signature
Name of Property Owner: Horace Pinkney
Date: 10-05-20

2 of 2

https://admin.us.openforms.com/Results/ResponseFile?fileId=287506cb-e42a-4e09-b811-92abf85936f1&fileName=Load%20chart%20%2528snow%2529.pdf
https://admin.us.openforms.com/Results/ResponseFile?fileId=13ee3e14-e49a-4682-8632-6380beb0c52a&fileName=Drawing.pdf
https://admin.us.openforms.com/Results/ResponseFile?fileId=48815bcb-00c5-4697-95ec-edb9286342a3&fileName=rendering.jpg
https://admin.us.openforms.com/Results/ResponseFile?fileId=7ab54c57-4b81-49c7-a5fa-ee9ba9b0b2c4&fileName=Pro-Fab%20-%20Metals%20USA%20Brochure%20Page%202.pdf
https://admin.us.openforms.com/Results/ResponseFile?fileId=f5acb4ad-6eaa-4b99-89b1-1cc3a9a6970f&fileName=Roof%20Brochure.pdf
https://admin.us.openforms.com/Results/ResponseFile?fileId=e582b752-a7aa-4041-84b9-2273987b4f28&fileName=wind%20load%20chart.pdf
https://admin.us.openforms.com/Results/GetSignatureImage?answerId=7635638
https://admin.us.openforms.com/Results/GetSignatureImage?answerId=7635635
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We will be using the stucco finish option with .032 skin in either white or wheat color
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we are installing the beam and posts at 16'
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