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In 2020, the Planning & Zoning Commission continued to engage several hundred more people 
in the City Plan (POCD) process, adopting the plan unanimously this spring.  The pace of 
construction and permits pulled increased.  During the pandemic, thanks to dedicated staff, the 
commission was the first zoning commission in the state to have web-based meetings up and 
running which ensured that business continued.  Additionally, the commission was one of the 
first in the state to adapt flexible outdoor seating regulations for small businesses to create more 
outdoor seating, giving many the ability to survive through the summer. Public participation for 
the web-based meetings increased which suggests that this format may be a promising mode of 
conducting future business.  Revisions were made to the zoning code, in part to address public 
health issues and small business viability affected by the pandemic, and many other Connecticut 
towns replicated our work. 
 
Interesting projects are happening all over the city, as further described below.  Close to half of 
the Commission’s membership turned over this year, and we were pleased to welcome 3 
attorneys, each exemplifying a strong commitment to public service and each more than 
satisfying the stringent professional requirements required by City charter.  Staffing levels have 
stabilized, and we continue to see progress in the professionalism of the administration of the 
code.  It remains our privilege and pleasure to serve the City of Hartford. 
 
A.  COMMISSION GOVERNANCE 
 Said goodbye to Commission Chair Sara Bronin, regular Commission member Melvyn 

Colón, alternate member Kevin Henry and planner Elizabeth Sanderson 
 Welcomed Commission members as new or in new roles: Jonathan Harding transitioned 

to regular member, Kel Thomas as a regular member, and Andrés Jiménez-Franck and 
Juliana Garcia-Uribe as alternate members 

 Elected Josye Utick, Aaron Gill and Gary Bazzano to serve as Chair, Vice Chair and 
Secretary respectively 

 Welcomed a new Commission Counsel, Rich Vasallo, new senior planners Paul 
Ashworth and Autumn Florek, and new staff member Paige Berschet 

 
B.  SUBSTANTIVE ACHIEVEMENTS 
 Completed edits to the zoning regulations to advance innovation or flexibility in the areas 

of (among others): 
o Bike plan 
o Public health issues 
o Signage in DT districts 
o Small business viability affected by the pandemic 
o Outdoor dining 

PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION  
Year-End Report 
December 31, 2020 



Page 2 of 3 

 Approved various public hearing (special permit) applications, including those related to: 
o Signage for Dunkin Donuts Stadium 
o Site plan review for improvements to Colt Park 
o Signage for Parkville Market 
o Site plan review for a new elementary school at Swift Factory 
o Signage for People’s United at Goodwin Square Building 
o Site plan review for a new academic building at University of Hartford 
o New location for Grace Academy at Central Baptist Church of Hartford 
o Renovations for the Pump House at Bushnell Park 
o Re-division of land at Bow Tie Cinema on New Park Ave to allow for future 

mixed-use and commercial building development 
o Continuation of the Metropolitan District Commission’s sewer project (in several 

locations)  
o Complete Streets Plan 

 Reviewed a total of 34 zoning applications (special permits, site plan reviews, municipal 
improvements, subdivisions) and 3 wetlands applications 

 Reviewed/endorsed the department’s Community Input Standard Operating Procedures 
(SOP), a document which outlines a clear and transparent review process for members of 
the public to provide input for development applications. 

 Wrote/endorsed letters for the following: 
o GoRail’s project commemorating the 40th Anniversary of the Staggers Act 
o Regional Plan Association’s campaign the state's Congressional leaders to 

approve federal aid for transit operations (Emergency Campaign to Save Public 
Transit) 

 Added 1 more award to the 10 awards already received since 2016 for planning, 
economic development, and sustainability:  national Form-Based Codes Institute/Smart 
Growth America Driehaus Award for 2020. 

 And most importantly, completed the process of creating a new City Plan:   
o In 2020 alone, 14 meetings conducted with a total of 288 people attending 
o Either, specific meetings were conducted with the following entities: 

 Complete Streets Working Group 
 City Arts Commission 
 CREC Leadership 
 University of Hartford Design Studio 
 Youth Service Corps 
 State DAS Leadership 
 Hartford Public Schools Leadership 
 Arts Organization Leadership 
 City Council Leadership 

o Or, the following City Plan topics were covered with the public at large meetings: 
 Green400 
 Play400 
 Live400 
 Move400 
 Grow400  
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C.  CHAIR/VICE CHAIR OUTREACH  
 Liaised with various City departments, Commissions, and working groups  
 Liaised with various third parties, including private property owners, real estate 

developers, community organizations, and nonprofit organizations 
 Presented Hartford’s zoning code or sustainability efforts at academic, professional and 

community forums, including for/at:  New Haven Safe Streets Coalition, to the FBCI 
(Form-Based Code Institute), DesegregateCT, LiveGreenCT, and UCONN Department 
of Landscape Architecture. 


