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Minutes  

December 4, 2019 

HARTFORD COMMISSION ON DISABILITY ISSUES MEETING 5:30 PM. - 7:00 PM 
Corporation Counsel Conference Room, 3rd Floor, City Hall 

 
 
PRESENT: Janet Wallans, Chair; Debra St Germain, Cheryl Zeiner, (via conference call) 
 
ABSENT: Kathy Marseglia, Kate Pacelle, Cathy Spera 
 
Guest, Aimee Chamber, Director of Planning, City of Hartford; Robert Danck, AMRAMP; David Grant, Mayor’s Office 
 
STAFF: Kimberly Taylor 
 
The meeting was called to order by Janet Wallans at 5:33PM. Introductions were made. 
 
The minutes of the November meeting were reviewed. Debra made a motion to accept the minutes as written. 
Cheryl seconded the motion. Motion was carried. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding Robert’s AMRAMP) difficulty and time-consuming efforts to obtain permits to build 
ramps for eligible Hartford residents. This was well documented in previous meetings. 
Amy indicated that she did not feel that he should be going through such difficulty getting the permits. She indicated 
that the process to get the permits should be much timelier. Regardless of the city’s policies, the city is bound by ADA 
requirements and all Federal laws. Henceforth, she will be communicating with her staff that permits must be issued 
in a much more efficient and timely manner. 
Metal ramps will also be allowed. Ramps in the front of buildings will also be allowed. 
The $200-$300 fee was discussed as it pertains to Rebuild Together Hartford. It was noted that private homes must 
pay the fee, but public property does not. Further change in this policy would have to go before the Hartford Council. 
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The conclusion was the process to get permits and install ramps that include in the front of buildings will be much 
quicker and more efficient. 
 
The next order of business centered around PSA for the recognition of Hartford residents who have, through their 
activities, gone above and beyond to improve the lives of persons with disabilities. It was decided that the focus of 
this activity should take place in the spring and be recognized during October 2020 during Disability Awareness 
Month. 
The biggest concern at the present time is to make certain that snow removal for residents with special needs take 
place in an efficient manner. Debra will contact Janice Castle to see what resolution can be reached. 
The item on the agenda regarding what other towns are doing to boost their disability commissions will be taken off 
the agenda. 
 
David Grant discussed the email he received from Sarah Bronin concerning the what she would like from each 
commission/board for the 10-year Hartford plan and the 400th plan in 2036. He will send it to each commission 
member to get feedback and determine exactly what she wants. It appears that she is looking for ways that we feel 
each commission/board can be improved going forward. 
Another activity David would like each commission/board to consider is developing resource pamphlet/cards to help 
residents who might be interested in certain services for their particular situation. Cheryl talked about the resource 
card developed by the North Central Regional Mental Health Board and will share it at the next meeting as a starting 
point. 
 
Cheryl will be contacting Leslie Manselle of the Commission on Aging to see how we might be able to coordinate on 
issues that focus on senior citizens who have disabilities. She will also contact the State to determine if they have 
appointed anyone to head the State Disability Board. 
 
Marissa Boasa of Fight for Mobility will be at the next Commission meeting on January 8, 2020. 
 
David announced that Kenneth Cayonnas has been approved as Commissioner of HCDI and will be at the next 
meeting as well. 
 
Janet made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Cheryl seconded the motion. Meeting was adjourned at 6:54PM. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Cheryl Zeiner, Secretary 
 


