
 
 PARKS & RECREATION ADVISORY COMMISSION 

CITY OF HARTFORD 

 
Parks and Recreation Advisory Commissioners 
Brian Gallagher, Colin Billings, Charmaine Craig, Jeffrey Devereux, Chris Hayes, Kathleen Kraczkowsky, Nyesha McCauley, Craig Mergins, 
David Morin, Jose Camacho, Desmond Sinclair, Donna Swarr, Miriam Roane; Ex Officio Members: Mayor Luke Bronin, Treasurer Adam 
Cloud, DPW Director Michael Looney, Troy Stewart 
 

 
 
 
 
Tuesday, October 25, 2022 6:00 p.m. 
Parks and Recreation Advisory Meeting - WebEx Meeting 
 
Attendees 
 
Commissioners 
Brian Gallagher, Donna Swarr, Chris Hayes, Colin Billings, Jose Camacho, Craig Mergins, 
Charmaine Craig, Kathy Kraczkowsky 
 
City staff and guests 
Daria Ayers, Petrel Maylor, Mary Falvey, Jessica Mercier, Mark Dowd, Julia Jack, Michael 
Looney, Councilwoman Marilyn Rossetti, Jenelle Howard, Cecelia Drayton, John Santos, 
Kristina Baldwin, Ohemeng Kyeremateng, Paul Ashworth, Troy Stewart, Grace Yi, Shyleen 
Lopez 
 
 
Chair Chris Hayes called the meeting to order. 
 
Good News and Announcements - Chris Hayes 
 

● Kathy Kraczkowsky shared they are finishing up the parking lot in Elizabeth Park, will 
have 16 new spots on existing footprint and begun greenhouse restoration. 

● Craig Mergins thanked everyone for the week long city wide clean-up, DPW and all who 
participated and brought a group of volunteers. 

● Donna Swarr continued the thanks and shared that Colt park’s Clemente memorial area 
was cleaned and looks great. They planted 300 daffodil bulbs and put in a new art 
installation, recalling the art in residency program and the images are on display along 
the pool fence. 

 
 

Chris Hayes called for a motion for approval of September minutes. Donna Swarr motioned, 
Craig Mergins seconded, Kathy Kraczkowsky corrected Rose Garden Row should be Rose 
Garden Road, Chris Hayes abstained, motion carried. 
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Chair Report - Chris Hayes 
 
Two exciting things to discuss, Barnard Park and formation of a new recreation department. 
This item has gone through council and referred to committee. In addition, the commissioners 
will discuss the winter meeting schedule. 
 
City Engineering - Julia Jack 
 
Bushnell Park pond dredging, Beta Engineers continue to work on the pond. They did a pond 
bottom and sediment analysis and some soil was found to be polluted and contaminated. The 
sentiment will have to go to landfill, that was anticipated. They are looking at water quality 
concerns, future design process, and will install elements that will improve water quality. 
Invasive species will be destroyed by the dewatering and dredging process.   
 
Bushnell Park west side lighting and drainage continues, hoping to get additional money for 
sidewalk funding, that is TBD. MDC had stopped working previously but they now have permits. 
MDC had stopped working again for the Hartford Marathon but will resume next week. 
Ornamental poles ordered will take 2 to 3 weeks to come in. Anticipating completing the work 
this year. The pump house courtyard construction anticipated work next year. DPW has finished 
reviewing the U.S. Army Corps of report, notes sent to designers. They will be making 
corrections and will submit that to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and then going out to 
contractors to get additional pricing. 
 
Colt Park bankside grove, a community meeting held at McDonough school, was successful. 
Next meeting is scheduled for October 10, 6-8pm, no location yet. Now working on schematic 
design. Pope Park Highway meeting will be held along with bankside grove meeting review.  
Life Care Design is the designer and will tell us what they did previously and what they envision 
for the future. Get additional community feedback.   
 
Batterson Park water testing done, contractor will be asked to follow through to water clean-up, 
not expected to be expensive or intense. Eagle Environmental did building structure inspection, 
report is due back this week, two buildings deemed unsound going out to demo contractors. 
Designer Request for Proposal going out at the end of this week for design services. Second 
stakeholder meeting held October 11, put together a selection committee to review designers 
with representatives from New Britain, Farmington, DPW, program manager at CSG and from 
FHI.  
 
Swimming pools investigation continues. Planning to go out to bid for pool work in December.  
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Elizabeth park basketball court construction ongoing, contractor dealing with minority 
requirements, project not complete but in process. Master plan bid out again to a wider 
community of designers.   
 
Colt Park futsal court, construction ongoing, lights removed, asphalt removal in process, light 
pole bases in, and wiring performed in the building.  
 
Goodwin Park entrance and lighting on hold as grant money in process. Irrigation rebidding in 
process, previous bids over budget. Cart paths and drainage are still going on. Meeting with the 
golf manager to locate areas of most concern, the project is moving forward. 
 
Keney Park entrance construction contract in process. Golf course, Beta working on design. 
 
Questions 
 
Kathy Kraczkowsky had a question on the master plan, the Elizabeth Park Conservancy has a 
master plan that was done seven years ago and they are working from it. They should be in 
conversation with the city on this.  
 
Julia Jack responded that John Clark in her office is spearheading this, will check with him and 
make sure coordination happens. Kathy added that many of the improvements have been done. 
The city would only need to address recreational things. The conservancy has improved over 10 
million dollars into the park. Need to get on the same page.  
 
Michael Looney added Kathy is correct. DPW connection with the Elizabeth Park conservancy 
will be instrumental. He agreed that most work will be recreational but they will be in 
conversation with the conservancy as they get closer to the actual work.  
 
Brian Gallagher asked about pools being fixed in time for next summer.  Julia Jack responded 
yes, that is the plan. Lots to do but they will be functional.  
 
Chris Hayes was given a few questions on Goodwin Park, is the stone crushed path along 
Maple Avenue being considered for improvement in 2023? Julia Jack responded she is not sure 
but it is on the purview. The other question is regarding the parking lot by the old baseball 
diamond, are they part of the improvements? Julia Jack responded affirmatively and will circle 
back if that is not correct.  Michael Looney interjected that he does not believe the parking lot is 
included in this entrance project. The parking lot and the stone path are being considered for 
inclusion in the CIP budgeting 2023 process. That process is being started sooner this time 
around. They will be talking about this in the next few weeks.   
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Mark Dowd - Park Report 
 

● October is no different than earlier months, many events in the parks. All went well.  
● Athletics in all parks are busy, soccer, softball, baseball, all fields utilized quite a bit. 
● Hartford Garden Club planted new Lilac trees at Keney Woodland entrance, and did nice 

maintenance. With the parking lot done soon, that entrance will be in nice shape.  
● Garden Street and Homestead Avenue got a facelift, Sigourney park got quite a bit of 

work, Albany Ave tulips planted in tree wells, still have more to plant, going in the next 
few weeks.  

● Hired a new gardener, now have three full time gardeners. 
● As Kathy Kraczkowsky mentioned, the Elizabeth park parking lot is done along with 

paved some of the garages.  
● Marcus Garvey park really looks nice, a new sign installed, makes the park pop.  
● I Quilt building skating rink in Bushnell park.   
● The Forestry department picked up new tree trimmer up to four Heather makes five. 
● Knox replaced trees and planted new ones.   
● Stump grinding work and identifying hazardous trees ongoing.   

 
Questions 
 
Kathy Kraczkowsky thanked Mark Dowd for the work in Elizabeth Park.  
 
Donna Swarr mentioned Clemente Memorial, grasses overgrown, it was a really big job and 
really appreciates the work done there. Donna continued with addressing the problem with 
vehicles in Colt Park. Leagues are allowing parents to park on the lawns and playing fields. Up 
to thirty cars sometimes. On any given Sunday there’s food trucks, they are permitted but there 
has to be a way to limit the number of cars. Donna is asking to go back to the permit process 
and make it clear that parking on the fields and lawns is limited. It is a pedestrian path and is 
supposed to be for maintenance trucks alone. Getting push back from other groups that use the 
parks as well and dog walkers. They find it dangerous. The community doesn’t feel safe when 
there are so many cars in the park. Another item is the concession stand, used by many groups 
for storage.  It is a disaster. There needs to be an agreement on who’s space is whose. Donna 
is requesting a meeting with the people who use the concession stand right now.  
 
Mark Dowd responded in the long term there will be a new entrance that will limit vehicular 
access. In the short term the season is almost over. The crew will be able to put a concrete bell  
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down. They will move the bell when we need to do maintenance. That could have some effect. 
Maybe we can work on something to hold us until the new construction.  
 
Donna Swarr added that Leagues are bringing in cookers. Adult soccer league, there has been 
an eruption of use. Donna stated she understands about the different access point but is 
concerned that abuse could continue. She would like to see if through the permit process 
something that’s clearer if users violate rules more than twice, the permit is pulled. The situation 
has gotten way out of hand. Right now a hundred motorcycles and ATVs in the park last week.   
 
Mark Dowd did go down, but Donna must have scared them off, by the time he arrived, not a 
motorcycle in the park. Motorcycles can get in through concrete blocks.   
 
Donna Swarr responded that we need more low fences, blocks not doing the job.  
 
Mark agreed, he likes the wooden blocks, relatively easy to repair. Not expensive. Would keep 
out more motorcycles. On the concession stand issue, happy to meet with you on that.  
 
Brian Gallagher commented on soccer field three at Colt, there seems to be a drainage issue. 
Something to look into. One little spot with puddling, he offered to meet Mark Dowd in the park 
to show him the area of concern. Brian also mentioned an upcoming meeting tomorrow that 
Mark is having with Andre from the north end youth soccer league. They are looking at using a 
field in Keney Park due to the overcrowding happening at Cronin, too many groups trying to use 
Cronin, so they are willing to use another park. Brian is in support of that and helping with that 
process.  
 
Mark Dowd stated they added two youth field soccer fields at Cronin and guessed that didn’t 
work out. Brian responded yes, it is still an issue but they are now open to using another park 
where in times past everybody wanted to stay at Cronin but it’s just getting harder to schedule 
games.  
 
Chris Hayes had a question about a fence knocked down by a tree near Hubbard in Goodwin 
park. Mark replied yes, he will talk to the fence company to get on the list. Should be addressed.  
 
 
 
Recreation - Daria Ayers 
 
October recreation update sent out earlier to the group. Each center has more going on but that 
update provides a good overview of the most popular programs. Daria mentioned a few  
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highlights, there’s intramural teams, dodgeball, and badminton starting.  Willie Ware’s chess 
club is a really popular program, and lunch and learn program, trivia game.  
 
 
Metzner slowly grows exciting programs happening there, cooking without stoves, trail mix bites, 
and ice cream in a bag. A few special events of note, community health and wellness fair. Very 
well attended. Big success. Rec centers went to the Beyond Van Gogh exhibit. Trunk or Treat 
coming up Sunday in the parking lot at Arroyo. Halloween carnival games. Daria added on the 
last note that due to voting in November, rec centers are polling sites and will be shut down on 
7th bringing in the equipment, and 8th for voting. For the other centers that are not polling sites, 
rec staff will be assisting in other areas.  
 
Council Updates 
 
Councilwoman Marilyn Rossetti thanked PRAC for having a full robust group and mentioned 
ribbon cutting for the story walk in Pope Park. Really impressive. This is exciting and adds value 
to the parks. The committee is moving along and always open for email, discussion and other.  
 
Donna Swarr added her appreciation for the resolution to establish an independent recreation 
department. She sent several documents to councilwoman Rossetti in this regard. 
 
Councilwoman Rossetti acknowledged receipt and added they are also looking at older 
budgets. Committee meets in November; the administration will come. Really hoping to do it 
together, in the end it’s about money but want to have the best and robust recreation 
department we can.  Looking forward to the discussion. 
 
Colin Billings inquired about the south park trail. The NRZ has asked him to look into this. 
Senator Fonfara expressed strong interest in a gravel type path as opposed to a paved path. He 
wondered if anyone had more information about this.  
 
Mark Dowd replied there was a meeting a week ago, but he is not certain which way this will go. 
Maybe an asphalt path that looks more natural. They are exploring options that satisfy 
everybody’s wishes. The architects, engineers and myself, the hard surface path will work a lot 
better maintenance wise, but nothing is finalized, still looking.  
 
Colin followed by asking if financing was in place for the South Park trail.  
 
Grace Yi replied this project is grant funded. One million dollars is available for design and 
construction of the trail. Colin followed up asking if Senator Fonfara was in attendance at the 
meeting Mark is referring to. Mark Dowd stated he was not at the meeting. But believed he was  
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going to get a report. Colin responded that Senator Fonfara will be at the upcoming NRZ 
meeting and he seemed adamant about the crushed stone.  
 
Michael Looney stated he’ll follow up with the Senator.  
 
Donna Swarr stated she agreed with both that you want it to be as flat and smooth as possible. 
You can put down stone dust and then fine gravel. The story walk is really nice but the gravel is 
quite large and doesn't meet ADA requirements, you definitely want a different surface.  
 
 
Barnard Park - Donna Swarr 
 
Chris Hayes stated the Barnard park proposal is winding its way through the city regarding a 
dog park. South Green has come up a number of times. Chris Hayes will let Donna Swarr talk 
through where things are at.  
 
Donna Swarr stated she emailed out the presentation given at the historic preservation 
committee. Mary Falvey asked if PRAC reviewed the plan. Donna replied they had not. Donna 
further stated previously PRAC asked for a plan from the city to look at. She hoped everyone 
had a chance to review. The idea for a dog park still seems fuzzy. The location is not a good 
one for a dog park. Will take up the majority of space in the park. Many aspects to this design 
and location. This design closes off avenues for recreation. This is a very congested traffic area. 
Would like to hear what others think about it.  
 
Kathy Kraczkowsky asked how far Colt Park is from Barnard park and suggested the dog park 
be located there. Donna responded it’s about three city blocks. Although she has asked dog 
walkers if they would bring their dogs to the dog park and has always heard no they would not 
due to concern about transferring of diseases.  In addition, Colt park has a master plan and a 
dog park is not included.  
 
Colin Billings stated he thought PRAC already decided a dog park would not be approved by 
them. Donna replied that PRAC didn’t say no but rather they wanted to see the plan first. Colin 
responded well then no to the dog park.  
 
Councilwoman Rossetti asked if people in the neighborhood had been asked if they would like a 
dog park.  Donna replied no, Councilwoman Rossetti pressed further about people in the 
immediate neighborhood, Donna replied no they had not. She expressed concern about it being 
a park for the entire neighborhood. Chris Hayes interjected and asked if Grace Yi could respond 
to the question if community outreach had been done.  
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Paul Ashworth stated Grace was also in another meeting but he had information to share. After 
the presentation to the historic preservation committee and after internal review, they created an  
outreach plan but it has not been done yet. That's why they haven’t made the presentation yet 
because they would like to do the outreach. Chris Hayes stated PRAC was not contacted by the 
city for comment and inquired if this is too early in the process and wondered where things 
stand. Paul replied the feedback tonight is appreciated. Had been working with Brian Gallagher.  
 
Brian Gallagher stated this has been discussed before and understood that something needed 
to change at Barnard, there have been tons of proposals over the years but nothing has stuck. 
The park has many problems and is generally an area he tries to hurry through. PRAC did not 
say no to the dog park and had asked the city to present a plan and do community outreach. He 
stated this is what should still happen. It does not make sense to debate about it tonight, lots will 
still change. Let the city do what they said they were going to do and then have the debate 
about it.  
 
Kathy Kraczkowsky shared that the city of West Hartford asked them about a dog park, the 
answer was always no. People don’t think about maintenance and vaccinations and licenses. 
The whole thing has to be monitored. She stated she’s looking into Patterson Park in Baltimore 
and pretty sure a friends group manages it; the burden is off the city. So she would say no to the 
dog park.  
 
Donna Swar shared East Hartford opened one, and West Hartford as well. In those cases, 
friends groups are taking care of maintenance and policing, lots of rules, it requires a lot of 
thought. She furthered the city’s proposal to have artificial turf and dogs are diggers and climb 
fences, and wouldn't encourage a loose dog in that area. She thanked Brian for the reminder 
about outreach, and agreed outreach has not happened. She added that all of our parks have a 
tremendous number of people who have ideas but this didn’t come from the community. Just 
curious why a dog park would be chosen. Donna stated she has spoken recently with Iran from 
the Peace Center and they are still interested in developing a proposal.  
 
Charmaine Craig stressed to remember the history of that park and cautioned about turning it 
away from its original use. It was a common ground. It’s important to recognize the population 
that is currently there. She feels for them.  
 
Mary Falvey sent a letter thinking it would be on the agenda but it has been continued to 
December. They will be opposing the dog park. Has to get historic preservation commission 
approval first. As Charmaine was saying this was Hartford’s first park. It was the town green. 
Last of the 17th century spaces that are quasi recognizable. It was Hartford’s community space, 
the starting and ending point for parades; now a 5ft high cage in the center of the park is being  
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proposed. She recognizes the need to balance current needs with residents but this tips over 
too far. She furthered that this item did not end up on the November agenda and has been  
moved to December. It wasn’t noticed correctly so had to be moved to December. Had to be 
continued but it was ready to go for commission approval and then move on to Planning and 
Zoning for the fence.  
 
Chris Hayes stated there are two ways to go on this, since it has been delayed from the historic 
commission agenda it won’t go to Planning and Zoning until January. PRAC has time to write a 
letter. He would like to inquire if Paul Ashworth and Grace Yi could present to PRAC once 
community outreach had been done. Are the commissioners comfortable with that? 
 
Donna Swarr replied the next meeting would have to have a full presentation. She doesn’t see 
how the community outreach can be pulled together successfully in that time. She furthered that 
typically PRAC does not meet in December or January because of weather and holidays. 
Concerned about this.   
 
Kathy Kraczkowsky stated a vote should be taken now. She votes no, Barnard park is too small. 
We should make a decision. Chris Hayes responded that PRAC does not make the decision.  
The group could support or not support.   
 
Brian Gallagher stated we asked for a presentation from the city, we should let them do that.   
 
Chris Hayes asked Paul Ashworth if they would be amenable to a November presentation.  
 
Paul Ashworth replied the timeline is in flux but they are definitely committed to giving the 
presentation to PRAC prior to moving forward. You and the community will hear from us again.  
 
Chris Hayes stated he was happy to push for the presentation in November and then PRAC 
could move forward with a letter.  
 
Donna Swarr stated she was fine with that but hoped more Commissioners will be present.  
 
Kathy Kraczkowsky shared that in preparation for the November meeting it would be advisable 
to look up Patterson park in Baltimore, well-oiled machine, huge park, with small dog park small 
section.  
 
Paul Ashworth confirmed Patterson with a P and definitely will look at that.  
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New business -  
 
Legislative updates  
 
Chris Hayes shared that the resolution for forming a separate parks and rec department has 
been sent to the public works, parks and environment subcommittee. He would like a motion to 
write a letter of support. He will be attending the November meeting. This has been on PRAC’s 
strategic plan and felt it would be better for our city.  
 
Kath Kraczkowsky mentioned they did research years ago and if she recalled correctly the city 
of Hartford is the only city in the country without a park and rec department.  
 
Donna Swarr made a motion to send a letter of support combining park and rec together again 
and other options as well. Craig Mergins seconded. Motion carried.  
 
In person - Zoom or Hybrid Meetings 
 
Chris Hayes the meeting format is being worked on but not ready for the November meeting.  
PRAC is only required to have ten meetings a year and asked the commissioners if PRAC is 
comfortable not holding meetings in December and January.  
 
Donna Swarr stated we could always schedule a special meeting.  
 
Chis Hayes asked if any commissioners opposed, no one opposed.  
 
Other 
 
Kathy Kraczkowsky thanked Charmaine Craig and Mark Dowd for moving the monkey puzzle 
tree. It was a great day.  
 
 
Meeting adjourned 7:36 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Nyesha McCauley 


