
 

 

 
 
 
City of Hartford Tree Advisory Commission  
Minutes of Meeting-December 1, 2021 

 
In attendance: Jack Hale (chair), Charmaine Craig (vice-chair), Chris Hayes (Commissioner), 
Greg Secord (Commissioner), Heather Dionne (City Forester, Commissioner) 
Guests: Patrick Doyle, Edith Pestana, Chris Goodwin, Jim del Visco, Jeff Stewart, Cindy 
Greenblatt, Kathy Ferrier, Paige Berschet, Sam Buonfede. 
 
The meeting, held via Zoom, was called to order at about 11:30 a.m.  
 
Minutes – The minutes of the November 3 meeting were presented.  Chris Hayes moved that 
they be approved as presented.  Charmaine Craig seconded.  They were approved unanimously. 
 
City Forester’s Report – Heather Dionne presented her written report.  She made several 
additions: 

• Regarding Torwood Street trees, most of the trees were saved several years ago. Dionne 
assessed them at that time and 4 were removed.  Her more recent assessment will lead to 
removal of 2 more and pruning of others. 

• Regarding the CT Urban Forest Council, the group is finalizing its 501c3 process.  They 
are reviewing grant proposals.  They are currently aiming to hold a conference next fall.  
They are recruiting new board members. 

• Knox will continue to do more planting this fall.  We will expect an update at the January 
meeting. 

• The DPW Forestry Crew is focused on responding to 311 cases. They will be planting 
trees remaining from the Retain the Rain Project along the perimeter of Keney Park. 

• Northern is working in Keney and Elizabeth Parks removing hazards.  Work in Elizabeth 
is nearly complete.  They are also doing pruning in Goodwin Park. 

• Dionne has posted nearly 50 trees for removal along Ridgefield Street in Keney Park 
based on soundings.  Replacement planting will be needed.  Dionne has asked for DPW 
to do woods mowing to clear invasive understory. 

• Student groups have been visiting the Keney Park Sustainability Project’s wood milling 
program.  It will be featured by CT DEEP. 

• Northern is doing land clearing and removals along the levy to comply with Army Corps 
of Engineers regulations.  They have saved some large cottonwoods. 

 
Eversource Tree Removal – Kathy Ferrier joined the meeting on behalf of Eversource.  
Eversource plans to remove trees under or near the high voltage lines at the entrance to Charter 
Oak Landing.  Their standards limit understory growth to 15 feet in height extending 25 feet 
beyond the route of the wires.  She indicated that large trees could be replanted, but they would 



 

 

need to be outside the corridor and that this may be impossible on site.  Dionne suggested that 
possible solutions might involve pruning and use of growth regulators.  Ferrier will meet on site 
with Hayes and Dionne to discuss details. 
 
Hazard Trees on Private Property – This discussion will be postponed until the February 
commission meeting. 
 
2022 Commission Meeting Schedule – The meeting schedule was presented.  There were no 
objections. 
 
2022 Forestry Goals and Budget and State of the Forest Report – A brief discussion included the 
following recommendations: 

• Purchase of a grapple saw to increase output and safety of the forestry crew. 
• The need to get to planting of at least 3,000 trees per year. 
• Hiring of a tree planting coordinator 
• Hiring of a second forestry crew 
• Continuation of planting allocation from the general fund budget so that tree planting can 

occur in the fall. 
• Need for funding of education about trees 

The commission will hold a special meeting before the January regular meeting to discuss and 
propose specific budget recommendation. 
 
Brainard Airport Tree Removal 

• The Greater Hartford Flood Control Commission has received a proposal to remove trees 
along the dike.  They responded with no objection, but they also did not specifically 
approve the work. 

• The Wethersfield Town Council received and approved a license agreement granting the 
CT Airport Authority perpetual access to the work area over Town of Wethersfield land. 

• Jim del Visco indicated that he had seen a similar license agreement presented to the 
Hartford City Council some time ago but that he was unaware whether action has been 
taken. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at about 1:00 p.m. 
 
Jack Hale 


