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STAFF REPORT 
 
TO:  HARTFORD PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
FROM:  Autumn Florek, Senior Planner 

T. 860-757-9083;  Email: autumn.florek@hartford.gov 
   
PROJECT:   1113-1115 Albany Avenue 
PARCEL ID:       176-198-130 
                        ENERGOV ID: COMM-2020-0291 
 
ZONE:  MS-1  HISTORIC DISTRICT:  Upper Albany National Historic District 
 
TYPE: ARTICLE XII HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

Sec. 28-170 through 28-221 
  
APPLICANT: Garth Pryce 
   
OWNER: Garth Pryce 

 

 
 

Figure 1: Location Map 



  

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
The subject structure is located on Albany Avenue with two ground floor storefronts and apartments 
on the floors above. The site is within the Upper Albany National Historic District and was built in 
1904, according to the 1980 survey by the Hartford Architecture Conservancy. 
 

 
Figure 2: 1113-1115 Albany Avenue, Staff Photo, December 27, 2020 

 
Proposed Project: The Applicant proposes to install two aluminum wall signs above the ground floor 
windows. The proposed signs would be 2 2/3’ x 13 2/3’. The signs would be installed 10’ above the 
sidewalk. 
 
LEGAL STANDARD 
 
The Commission reviews and acts upon all applications for Document of Suitability. No person or 
entity may, without first applying and obtaining the approval of the Commission, file an application 
for a demolition permit, or for a building permit for any protected property as designated in the 
Historic Preservation Ordinance Sec. 28-219. 
 
 
 



  

STANDARDS SPECIFIC TO THE USE   
 
The commission shall adopt the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation and the City of 
Hartford’s Guidelines for Renovations and Additions to Historic Buildings. 
 
The following sections of the Guidelines for Renovations are relevant:  
 

o Alterations to Commercial Buildings – Mixed and Reuse, page 32: 
 
 “Recommended: Good neighborhood commercial use maintains the integrity of the 

building’s materials and details; integrates two or more shops into one façade.” 
 

 “Recommended: It respects the street line, maintains sidewalks and locates parking 
and loading areas behind or beside the building.” 

 
 “Not Recommended: Inappropriate materials and detailing.” 

 
FINDING OF FACTS 
 
CURRENT USE:    Commercial and Residential    PROPOSED USE:   Commercial and Residential 
YEAR BUILT:       1904                 STYLE:                  Queen Anne/Colonial Revival 
 
Particular mention in Historic nomination: The site is a contributing property of the Upper Albany 
historic district. The nomination notes the large number of frame houses built around the start of the 
20th century with Queen Anne and Colonial Revival details. Per the nomination:  
 

The largest number of houses in the district (273) are those that combine Queen Anne 
massing (complex roof and plan, cut-away corners, projecting bays) with Colonial 
Revival details…These houses almost all have mixed clapboard and shingle siding, 
some sort of overhang, bay window, or cut-away corner, and classical porch columns. 

 
Current Conditions: The current structure includes a one-story addition designed for commercial 
uses built in front of the original façade. The addition, which contains two commercial units, extends 
up to the front lot line and partly around the original structure’s western face. Mechanical equipment 
is installed on the roof of the addition and the front faced is faced with brick. The second and third 
stories retain their original massing.  



  

 
Figure 3: Storefronts, 1113-1115 Albany Ave, Staff Photo, December 27, 2020 

 

 
Figure 4: Subject Structure and Adjacent Property, Staff Photo, December 27, 2020 

 
 



  

Nearby Conditions: Storefronts line this section of Albany Avenue. Many of these storefronts 
occupy the first floor of mixed-use buildings with apartments on the floors above. The condition of 
these mixed-use structures vary. Larger structures like the Weaver Building that were designed with 
ground-floor retail have maintained much of their original quality. Structures that were designed 
originally for detached residential uses, however, have been significantly altered as is the case with the 
subject property. That said, contemporary signage is installed on the face of almost every building on 
this portion of the corridor. Many buildings have multiple types of signage installed while others have 
awnings and wall signs installed. 
 
as 

 
Figure 5: The Weaver Building, Staff Photo, December 27, 2020 

 
 

 



  

 
Figure 6: Storefronts Next to Subject Property, Staff Photo, December 27, 2020 

 

 
Figure 7: Storefronts on Opposite Side of Street, Staff Photo, December 27, 2020 

 



  

 
COMMENTS RECEIVED  (None received as of January 14, 2020) 
 
ANALYSIS  
 
The proposed signage would be installed in the sign band and would not obstruct any other part of 
the façade. Historical imagery indicates that metal signage has long been installed on the face of the 
building. The proposed sign type, material, and graphics are in keeping with those on neighboring 
properties and storefronts throughout the corridor. The signage proposed is arguably more consistent 
with early twentieth century conditions than other storefronts along the corridor, and staff believes it 
will not detract from the property or the historic district’s historic integrity. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends approval of this application. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
1. Completed and signed application form. 
2. Photographs submitted by Applicant. 
3. Details for proposed signage. 
 
 
 
REVIEWED,  
 
 
_______________________ 
Aimee Chambers, Director 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CITY OF HARTFORD 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION RESOLUTION 

1113-1115 ALBANY AVENUE 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION PROPOSAL 

 
Whereas, The City of Hartford Historic Preservation Commission reviewed the proposal for 

the installation two new wall signs on the façade of 1113-1115 Albany Avenue; and  
  

Whereas, The site is a contributing property of the Upper Albany National Historic District; 
and 
 

Whereas, The proposed signs would be aluminum and attached to the face of the building; 
and 
 

Whereas, Each sign would be installed in the sign band over the corresponding ground floor 
commercial units; and  
 

Whereas, Each of the storefronts occupies 27 ½ feet of the front facade; and 
 

Whereas, The proposed signs have identical dimensions, which are 13 2/3 feet by 2 2/3 feet; 
and 
 

Whereas, 
 

The proposed signage would be installed 10 feet approximately the sidewalk; and 
 

Whereas, The proposed signage would be installed in the same approximate location as 
previous signage; and 

  
Whereas, The proposed work is consistent with the City’s Historic Design Principles; 
  

 
Now therefore Be It 
 
Resolved, 
 

The City of Hartford Historic Preservation Commission hereby approves the 
proposed work. 

 
Be It Further,  
 
Resolved, This 20th day of January 2021. 
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