
 

 
 

DEPARTMENT OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES – PLANNING DIVISION  
REPORT: 123 Beacon Street, Hartford, CT 06105 
For consideration: January 20, 2021 

 
 

STAFF REPORT 
 
TO:  HARTFORD PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
FROM:  Autumn Florek, Senior Planner 

T. 860-757-9083;  Email: autumn.florek@hartford.gov 
   
PROJECT:   123 Beacon Street 
  PARCEL ID: 112-366-036 
                        ENERGOV ID: COMM-2021-0312 
 
ZONE:  N-2-2  HISTORIC DISTRICT:  West End South National Historic District 
 
TYPE: ARTICLE XII HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

Sec. 28-170 through 28-221 
  
APPLICANT: Luis Borges 
   
OWNER: First Assembly of God in Portuguese Language 
   

 

 
Figure 1: Location Map 
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
The subject property, 123 Beacon Street, is located within the West End South National Historic 
District. The site is a contributing property to the district. The subject structure is a vernacular frame 
structure built in 1899 (Hartford Architecture Conservancy, 1980). The existing structure has a width 
of 19.5’ and a depth of 47.1’. 
 

 
Figure 2: 123 Beacon Street, Staff Photo, January 10, 2021 

 
Proposed Project: The Applicant proposes to construct a 12’ x 15’ addition attached to the rear of 
the existing structure. In a January 8 call, the Applicant said the proposed addition would have a height 
of 8’.  
 

 
Figure 3: Site Plan of Proposed Addition 
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The Applicant proposes to install asphalt shingles on the roof, which would be flat. The Applicant 
stated in a January 13 email that there would be three 32” x 60” windows, one on each of the facades. 
In a January 14 call, the Applicant said that the proposed windows would be double-hung and would 
be made of vinyl. The Applicant did not provide a sheet with details for the windows. The Applicant 
proposes to install aluminum siding. In their January 8 call with Staff, the Applicant said that the siding 
would have a width of 8 inches. The Applicant said they believed the proposed siding would have the 
same width as that installed on the original structure. 
 
LEGAL STANDARD 
 
The Commission reviews and acts upon all applications for Document of Suitability. No person or 
entity may, without first applying and obtaining the approval of the Commission, file an application 
for a demolition permit, or for a building permit for any protected property as designated in the 
Historic Preservation Ordinance Sec. 28-219. 
 
STANDARDS SPECIFIC TO THE USE   
 
The commission shall adopt the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation and the City of 
Hartford’s Guidelines for Renovations and Additions to Historic Buildings. 
 
The following sections of the Guidelines for Renovations are relevant:  
 

o Designing Alterations and Additions, page 28-29: 
 

 “Massing: Avoid single massive forms which are not compatible with the original 
building’s massing. Try to relate to the addition to the type and variety of original 
forms and their composition.” 

 
 “Location: Avoid additions which obscure and/or damage the original building’s 

features. Try to locate the additions on non-character defining sides, set back from 
the building, or out of view from the street.” 

 
 “Scale: Out-of-scale additions can detract from the original building. Try to match 

the original building’s size and proportion.” 
 

o Facades, page 37: 
 
 “Recommended: Any change should be compatible with the original design of the 

building.” 
 
FINDING OF FACTS 
 
CURRENT USE:     Religious/Philanthropic     PROPOSED USE:    Religious/Philanthropic 
YEAR BUILT:        1899              STYLE:       Frame Vernacular 
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Particular mention in Historic nomination: Per the nomination: 
 

Most of the buildings in the district date from 1895-1910, and they reflect how easily 
pattern books of the time and local builders mixed elements of the Queen Anne, 
Shingle Style and Colonial Revival styles. Massing and texture in these houses varied 
greatly, but they gradually became simpler as the Colonial Revival influence began to 
predominate. Asymmetrical compositions became more regular, corner towers began 
to grow smaller and then disappear, and sheathings ranged from being entirely wood 
shingles, to a combination of wood shingles and clapboards, and then only clapboards. 
Most of these houses have some Colonial Revival detailing, such as in their porch 
balustrades. 

 
Current Conditions: The structure is significantly altered with an addition to the front and side 
façades. Asphalt shingles are installed on the existing roof. The existing structure has 1/1 metal 
windows with wood trim. A section of siding on the right or southern façade of the house has been 
removed, which Staff noticed during a January 10 site visit. Staff informed the city’s zoning 
enforcement officers about the removal. 
 

 
Figure 4: 123 Beacon Street. Staff Photo, January 10, 2021 
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Figure 5: Missing Siding 123 Beacon Street, Staff Photo, January 10, 2021 

 

 
Figure 6: Siding and Windows, Staff Photo, January 10, 2021 
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Nearby Conditions: The structures nearby represent Queen Anne and Colonial Revival styles. The 
structures on Beacon Street are represent appear to be either good or excellent condition. These 
structures have a greater height and width than the subject structure. The structures in the vicinity 
typically have 1/1 windows, some of which appear to be aluminum. Some of the structures were clad 
with vinyl or aluminum siding. 
 

 
Figure 7: Beacon Street – Opposite Side, Staff Photo, January 10, 2021 

 

 
Figure 8: Beacon Street – Same Side, Staff Photo, January 10, 2021 
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COMMENTS RECEIVED  (None received as of January 14, 2021) 
 
ANALYSIS  
 
The subject structure has been significantly altered. The alterations include an addition that has been 
made to the front and right side façades. The structure also has aluminum siding and metal windows, 
which were introduced well into the twentieth century. The subject structure is notably built at a 
different scale than others nearby. The structures on Beacon Street have a greater height and building 
width than the subject structure. 
 
The proposed addition would be to the structure’s rear façade. The proposed addition would be visible 
from Beacon Street, so Commission review is required. The addition would be partly obstructed by 
the existing structure and relatively distant from the street. The existing structure has a depth of 47.1’ 
and the proposed addition would extend an additional 12’. The addition would be relatively small 
compared to the massing of the existing structure.  
 
The proposed structure would have asphalt shingles and aluminum siding similar to what is installed 
on the existing structure. The proposed vinyl windows, however, would not match the metal windows 
on the existing structure. Staff recommends that the Applicant install metal windows similar to those 
installed on the existing structure. The Applicant also did not say whether existing windows have wood 
trim. Staff recommend that the Applicant use wood trim similar to the trim installed for the existing 
windows. 
 
The proposed dimensions suggest that the windows may be a different size as well. It is difficult to 
say how it might affect the appearance because, as of this writing, the applicant had not provided 
elevations of the proposed side façade. Since the applicant still needs approval for their site plan, staff 
has included a condition of approval that would require submitting elevations and details prior to the 
submittal or approval of the site plan review. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends approval of this application, subject to the following conditions: 
 

1. The Applicant should install 1/1 metal windows with components whose 
dimensions and profile match the rail, stiles, and area of glass of the existing 
windows as closely as possible. 
 

2. The windows should have wood trim that matches the dimensions of the trim used 
for the existing windows. 

 
3. Prior to the submittal or approval of a site plan application, the applicant shall 

provide elevations and product details deemed by Staff to be sufficient. 
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ATTACHMENTS 
1. Completed and signed application form 
2. Photographs submitted by Applicant 
3. Survey submitted by Applicant 
4. Floor plan submitted by Applicant 
5. Email correspondence 
 
 
REVIEWED,  
 
 
_______________________ 
Aimee Chambers, Director 
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CITY OF HARTFORD 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION RESOLUTION 

123 BEACON STREET 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION PROPOSAL 

 
Whereas, The City of Hartford Historic Preservation Commission reviewed the proposed 

addition to the structure at 123 Beacon Street; and 
 

Whereas, The subject site is a contributing property in the West End South National Historic 
District; and 
 

Whereas, The site has a vernacular frame structure; and 
 

Whereas, The subject structure was built in 1899; and 
 

Whereas, The structure has been significantly altered with an addition to the front and side 
facades; and 
 

Whereas, The structure is clad with aluminum siding, which primarily has a width of 8 inches; 
and 
 

Whereas,  
 

The structure has asphalt shingles; and 
 

Whereas, 
 

The structure has 1/1 metal windows; and 
 

Whereas,  The proposed addition would be 12’ x 15’; and 
 

Whereas, 
 
Whereas, 

The proposed addition would have asphalt shingles; and 
 
The proposed addition would have aluminum siding; and 

 
Whereas, The proposed work is not consistent with the City’s Historic Design Principles; 
  

 
Now therefore Be It 
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Resolved, 
 

The City of Hartford Historic Preservation Commission hereby approves the 
proposed work with conditions; 
 

Resolved, The Applicant should install 1/1 metal windows with components whose 
dimensions and profile match the rail, stiles, and area of glass of the 
existing windows as closely as possible. 
 

Resolved, The windows should have wood trim that matches the dimensions of the 
trim used for the existing windows. 
 

Resolved, Prior to the submittal or approval of a site plan application, the applicant 
shall provide elevations and product details deemed by Staff to be 
sufficient. 
 
 

Be It Further,  
 
Resolved, This 20th day of January 2021. 

 



DDS- Planning & Zoning: Historic
Review Application

Submission date: 6 December 2020, 10:14AM

Receipt number: 99

Question Response
Property Information
Property Address Street: 123 Beacon st

City: Hartford
State: Connecticut 
Zip Code: 06105

Zoning District: N.2-2
Parcel ID:
Property Owner: First Assembly Of God Church
Property Owner's Address: Street: 106 New Park Ave

City: Hartford 
State: Connecticut 
Zip Code: 06106

Phone: 860 308 9081
Email: Thefirstchurch@hotmail.com
Applicant
Please check if “Applicant” is the same as
“Property Owner”
Name of Applicant: Luis Borges
File Date: 12/07/2020
Address: Street: 123 Beacon St

City: Hartford 
State: Connecticut 
Zip Code: 06105

Phone: 860 308 9081
Email: Thefirstchurch@hotmail.com
Primary Point of Contact
Name: Luis Borges
Phone: 8603089081
Email: Thefirstchurch@hotmail.com
Describe your application action(s) and provide
as much detail as possible.

Addition to courant kitchen toward the back of
the house add about 12ftx14ft.

Proposed work: New Construction
Current materials being repaired/replaced: Plywood 2x6, 2x4 and roofing
Materials/products being used in work: Plywood, 2x4, 2x4, shingles

1 of 2



Please upload all supporting materials and
photographs below.

E28BABFA-2527-4333-A5DA-
0E538A512796.jpeg
C6F45822-88ED-4D4D-B519-
D4ABBEE880EE.jpeg
46DDEDC5-FFA7-464F-BC39-
FFC55C8B0186.jpeg

Signatures
Signature of Applicant:

Link to signature
Name of Applicant: Luis Borges
Date: 12/06/2020
Signature of Property Owner:

Link to signature
Name of Property Owner: First Assembly of God church
Date: 12/06/2020

2 of 2

https://admin.us.openforms.com/Results/ResponseFile?fileId=39730a0a-f8a9-4353-9083-d81401baf8ca&fileName=E28BABFA-2527-4333-A5DA-0E538A512796.jpeg
https://admin.us.openforms.com/Results/ResponseFile?fileId=48058bd4-9276-4d08-9f12-96da0b641556&fileName=C6F45822-88ED-4D4D-B519-D4ABBEE880EE.jpeg
https://admin.us.openforms.com/Results/ResponseFile?fileId=d4c1d6e6-68dc-467a-9867-cea15cd46ee3&fileName=46DDEDC5-FFA7-464F-BC39-FFC55C8B0186.jpeg
https://admin.us.openforms.com/Results/GetSignatureImage?answerId=8344155
https://admin.us.openforms.com/Results/GetSignatureImage?answerId=8344152
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