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STAFF REPORT 

 
TO:  HARTFORD PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
FROM:  Autumn Florek, Senior Planner 

T. 860-757-9083;  Email: autumn.florek@hartford.gov 
   
PROJECT:   133 Babcock Street 
  PARCEL ID: 203-422-112 
                        ENERGOV ID: COMM-2020-0298 
 
ZONE:  NX-2 HISTORIC DISTRICT:  Frog Hollow National Historic District 
 
TYPE: ARTICLE XII HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

Sec. 28-170 through 28-221 
  
APPLICANT: Ismete ‘Eugene’ Bojku 
   
OWNER: Ismete Bojku 

 
 

 
Figure 1: Location Map 
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
The subject site, 133 Babcock Street, is a contributing property within the Frog Hollow National 
Historic District. The subject structure is a 3-story brick multifamily structure that was built in 1894 
(Hartford Architecture Conservancy, 1980). The structure is a housing typology known locally as a 
‘half perfect six’ , which is distinguished for its front porches.  
 
The subject structure has long had a porch attached to the front façade and a porch attached to the 
south side façade. The porch originally attached to the front façade is the focus of this review. Google 
Streetview imagery from June 2019 indicates that the roof of the porch was clad in asphalt shingles 
and supported by decorative spindle posts. Large bushes in the Streetview imagery obstruct the rest 
of the porch, but photographs submitted by the Applicant from before work began show the railing 
had square balusters and the steps had square treads. The Applicant stated that the flooring originally 
consisted of 2 x 6 pine.  
 

 
Figure 1: Image from Google Streetview, June 2019 

 
In a January 5 phone call with Staff, the Applicant asserted that the subject porch was unsafe and 
needed to be replaced. The Applicant began to demolish. When zoning enforcement staff learned of 
the demolition, they issued a stop work order. By the time work had stopped, most of the porch had 
been taken apart and removed. 
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Figure 2: Front Porch Prior to Demolition, Photo Submitted by Applicant 

 
Figure 3: 133 Babcock Street, Staff Photo, December 27, 2020 
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Proposed Project:  
 
The Applicant stated in the January 6 call that they intend to rebuild the front porch to be close to 
what it looked like prior to its deconstruction. The contractor provided details about the proposal in 
a separate January 6 call with Staff. The porch would be attached to the front façade, have a depth of 
6 ft, and have a width of 14 ft. The proposed roof would have asphalt shingles. The Applicant claimed 
that they intended to install 8 ft decorative porch supports like those previously installed. The 
proposed railing would have square balusters and have a height of 39 in. A lattice would be installed 
as well. The Applicant did not know if the lattice would be orthogonal or diagonal and Staff could not 
reach the contractor to confirm. 
 
Prior to demolition, the decking was comprised of 2 x 6 pine. The applicant proposes 2 x 8 pressure 
treated lumber decking. The porch would be supported by 4 x 4 posts, also of pressure treated lumber. 
The proposed stairs would have 5 steps. The proposed roof would have asphalt shingles 
 

 
Figure 4: Drawing Submitted by Applicant 

 
LEGAL STANDARD 
 
The Commission reviews and acts upon all applications for Document of Suitability. No person or 
entity may, without first applying and obtaining the approval of the Commission, file an application 
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for a demolition permit, or for a building permit for any protected property as designated in the 
Historic Preservation Ordinance Sec. 28-219. 
 
 
STANDARDS SPECIFIC TO THE USE   
 
The commission shall adopt the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation and the City of 
Hartford’s Guidelines for Renovations and Additions to Historic Buildings. 
 
The following sections of the Guidelines for Renovations are relevant:  
 

o Entrances and Porches, page 22: 
 

 “Recommended: Retain and repair porches.” 
 

 “Recommended: Replace missing porch features.” 
 

 “Not Recommended: Removing porches and not replacing them.” 
 
 “Not Recommended: Applying inappropriate new materials.” 

 
o Ornamentation and Trim, page 25: 

 
 “Look for old photographs and any physical evidence left on the building.” 

 
 “Replace ornamentation in original material and style.” 

 
FINDING OF FACTS 
 
CURRENT USE:  Multifamily Residential  PROPOSED USE: Multifamily Residential 
YEAR BUILT:  1894                           STYLE:   Half Perfect Six 
 
Particular mention in Historic nomination: The site is a contributing property of the Frog Hollow 
National Historic District. The nomination did not specifically mention the property beyond that, it 
did note the importance of the brick multifamily structures to Frog Hollow as a whole. It notes that 
notes that development boomed especially between 1880 and 1896, when “brick dwellings with wood 
trim filled in the southern and northern ends of the district.” The nomination goes on to state that by 
“1909 about 247 perfect sixes and triple-deckers” had been built in the neighborhood. 
 
Current Conditions: As mentioned above, the front porch has been mostly demolished.  The porch 
was covered when Staff visited on December 27, preventing them from observing its current state. 
Markings on the façade indicate where the porch was attached to the façade.  
 
In addition to the front porch, part of the structure’s fascia and soffit were missing. The 2019 imagery 
from Streetview shows the full soffit and fascia, indicating that it was damaged since. The Applicant 
stated that it was damaged before they purchased the property. 
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The side porch is in fair condition and mirrors what the front porch looked like prior to demolition. 
The flooring and steps of the side porch may need maintenance as well. The steps did not have risers 
and only one rail was installed for the stairs. 
 
Nearby Conditions: Most of the nearby properties on Babcock Street are three-story brick 
multifamily structures built in the 1890s (Hartford Architecture Conservancy), several of which are 
half perfect sixes. Most of the front porches had elements that were missing or replaced with materials 
not used in the 1890s.  
 

 
Figure 5: East Side of Babcock Street, Staff Photo, December 27, 2020 
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Figure 6: West Side of Babcock Street 

COMMENTS RECEIVED  (None received as of January 14, 2020) 
 
ANALYSIS  
 
Imagery submitted by the Applicant and from Google Streetview indicate what the front porch looked 
like prior to demolition. The Applicant should look to these in rebuilding the front porch and should 
also consider the side porch, which provides a model that the Applicant should follow.  
 
Communication with the Applicant and their contractor indicate that the proposed porch would have 
many of the same details. These include the square balusters, the asphalt shingles on the roof, and the 
dimensions of the porch. The Applicant also indicated that they would restore the decorative porch 
supports to their previous appearance. 
 
Still, the current proposal would not sufficiently restore the front porch. While the original porch used 
2 x 6 pine, the Applicant proposes to use 2 x 8 pressure treated lumber. The stairs would have square 
treads. Instead, Staff recommends that the Applicant install bullnose treads with a 5/4 in overhang. 
The Applicant did not provide detail about the proposed lattice, but Staff recommends that the 
Applicant install an orthogonal lattice with a trim of the same material. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends approval of this application, subject to the following conditions: 
 

1. The Applicant should install a stringer for the stairs of the front porch. 
 

2. The Applicant should install steps with bullnose treads and a 5/4” overhang. 
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3. The Applicant should install an orthogonal vinyl lattice with a 3” vinyl trim. 
 

4. The Applicant should install 2 x 6 tongue aand groove pine for the flooring of the 
front porch. 
 

5. The Applicant should use pine for the 4 x 4 posts that support the porch. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
1. Completed and signed application form. 
2. Photographs submitted by Applicant. 
3. Photographs taken by Staff 
4. Drawings submitted by Applicant 
 
 
REVIEWED,  
 
 
_______________________ 
Aimee Chambers, Director 
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CITY OF HARTFORD 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION RESOLUTION 

133 BABCOCK STREET 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION PROPOSAL 

 
Whereas, The City of Hartford Historic Preservation Commission reviewed the proposal for 

the demolition and the reconstruction of the front porch at 133 Babcock Strete; 
and 
 

Whereas, The subject site is a contributing property within the Frog Hollow National Historic 
District; and 
 

Whereas, The structure is a 3-story, brick Half Perfect Six constructed in 1894; and 
 

Whereas, The Applicant demolished most of the structure’s front porch prior to submitting 
this application; and 
 

Whereas, The Applicant proposes to rebuild the front porch; and 
 

Whereas, The proposed porch would have a depth of 6 feet and a width of 14 feet; and 
 

Whereas,  
 

The proposed porch would have a roof attached 8 feet 8 inches above the flooring; 
and 
 

Whereas, The proposed flooring would be 2 feet 6 inches above the ground; and 
 

Whereas,  
 

The proposed stairs would have five steps that extend four feet from the porch; 
and 
 

Whereas, The proposed posts would match the decorative spindlework of the porch prior to 
demolition; and 

  
Whereas, The proposed work is consistent with the City’s Historic Design Principles; 
  

 
Now therefore Be It 
 
Resolved, 
 

The City of Hartford Historic Preservation Commission hereby approves the 
proposed work. 
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Resolved, The Applicant should install a stringer for the stairs attached to the front 
porch. 
 

Resolved, The Applicant should install bullnose treads with a 5/4 inch overhang. 
 

Resolved, The Applicant should install an orthogonal vinyl lattice with a 3 inch vinyl 
trim. 

 
Resolved, 

 
The Applicant should install 2 x 6 tongue and groove pine for the 
flooring of the front porch. 
 

Resolved The Applicant should use pine for the 4 x 4 posts that support the front 
porch. 

 
Be It Further,  
 
Resolved, This 20th day of January 2021. 
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