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DEPARTMENT OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES – PLANNING DIVISION  
REPORT: 96 Main Street, Hartford, CT 06106 
For consideration: January 20, 2021 

 
 

STAFF REPORT 
 
TO:  HARTFORD PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
FROM:  Autumn Florek, Senior Planner 

T. 860-757-9083;  Email: autumn.florek@hartford.gov 
   
PROJECT:   96 Main Street 
  PARCEL ID: 248-556-108 
                        ENERGOV ID: COMM-2021-0320 
 
ZONE:  OS HISTORIC DISTRICT:  South Green National Historic District 
 
TYPE: ARTICLE XII HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

Sec. 28-170 through 28-221 
  
APPLICANT: National Collaborative of Women’s History Sites c/o Joanie DiMartino 
   
OWNER: City of Hartford Parks Department 

 

 
Figure 1: Location Map 
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
The subject site is Barnard Park (96 Main Street), which is located within the boundaries of the South 
Green National Historic District. The park is located across the street from the site where the writer 
Charlotte Perkins Gilman and her family once lived. The Gilman House, which has been demolished, 
once stood on Main Street, south of St. Peter’s Church. The house stood near to the boundary of the 
surface parking lot and the bowfronted rowhouse at 130-140 Main Street. 
 

 
Figure 2: Tip of Barnard Park, Source: Google Streetview, June 2019 

 
Proposed Project: The Applicant proposes to install a historical marker in Barnard Park to honor 
the writer and women’s rights advocate, Charlotte Perkins Gilman. The Applicant proposes to install 
the marker within the triangular space created at the fork in Main Street. 
 
The proposed marker would be 18” x 32” and be made of aluminum. The marker has space for five 
lines of text with a maximum of 27 characters per line. The proposed marker would be mounted to a 
7’ aluminum pole. 
 
The marker would be funded by a grant from the William G. Pomeroy Foundation through its 
National Women’s Suffrage Marker Grant Program. The grant program funds historical markers for 
the National Votes for Women’s Trail from such interested stakeholders as municipalities, academic 
institutions, and 501(c) organizations 
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Figure 3: Proposed Site of Historical Marker 

 
 

 
Figure 3: Image of Proposed Site for Historical Marker (Google Streetview) 
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Figure 5: Historical Marker Precedent, William G. Pomeroy Foundation 

 
 
LEGAL STANDARD 
 
The Commission reviews and acts upon all applications for Document of Suitability. No person or 
entity may, without first applying and obtaining the approval of the Commission, file an application 
for a demolition permit, or for a building permit for any protected property as designated in the 
Historic Preservation Ordinance Sec. 28-219. 
 
STANDARDS SPECIFIC TO THE USE   
 
The commission shall adopt the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation and the City of 
Hartford’s Guidelines for Renovations and Additions to Historic Buildings. 
 
The following sections of the Guidelines for Renovations are relevant:  
 

o Why Preservation?, page 1: 
 
 “To protect and enhance the attractiveness of the City.” 

 
 “To protect and enhance neighborhood character.” 

 
o Why Preservation Guidelines?, page 1: 

 “To foster appropriate use and wider public knowledge and appreciation of areas, 
sites, structures, and features.” 
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FINDING OF FACTS 
 
CURRENT USE:  Public Park                PROPOSED USE: Public Park 
YEAR BUILT:  1816              STRUCTURE:             N/A 
 
Particular mention in Historic nomination: The nomination for the South Green Historic District 
notes the space is “a small triangular park dating back to the town's earliest years. Apex of the triangle 
points north, its eastern and western legs are bordered by Main Street, which splits into two sections 
for the purpose, and its base is Wyllys Street.” 
 
Current Conditions: The proposed marker would be near the planting bed installed in the triangular 
section of the park adjacent to the intersection. Paved surface surrounds the planting bed.   

 
Nearby Conditions: The proposed location is the portion of the park closest to the historical site of 
the Gilman residence, south of the existing St. Peter’s Church. The Gilman residence has been 
demolished and the site is currently used as a surface parking lot.  Some of the other lots facing the 
park on Main Street are vacant.  
 

 
COMMENTS RECEIVED  (None received as of January 14, 2020) 
 
ANALYSIS  
 
Historical markers are an important preservation tool. The proposed marker is meant to raise 
awareness of women’s history in Connecticut, particularly in Hartford. The proposed location in the 
park is next to a planting bed near where the park begins. The proposed sign is relatively small and its 
impact on Barnard Park would be negligible. Staff recommends approval of this application. 
 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends approval of this application. 
 

 
ATTACHMENTS 
1. Completed and signed application form 
2. Email correspondence 
3. Image of historical marker precedent 
4. Map and Location of Proposed Site 
5. 1885 Fire Insurance Company map 
6. Summary of National Women’s Suffrage Marker Grant Program 
 
 
 
REVIEWED,  
 
 
_______________________ 
Aimee Chambers, Director 
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CITY OF HARTFORD 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION RESOLUTION 

96 MAIN STREET 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION PROPOSAL 

 
Whereas, The City of Hartford Historic Preservation Commission reviewed the proposal for 

the proposed historical marker at 96 Main Street; and 
 

Whereas, The subject site is Barnard Park, close to the intersection of Main Street and Wyllys 
Street; and 
 

Whereas, The park is owned by the City of Hartford; and 
 

Whereas, The Applicant proposes to install a historical marker in Barnard Park that honors 
the writer Charlotte Perkins Gilman; and 
 

Whereas, The proposed marker would be funded by a grant from the William G. Pomeroy 
Foundation through its National Women’s Suffrage Marker Grant Program; and 
 

Whereas, The grant program funds historical markers for the National Votes for Women’s 
Trail from such interested stakeholders as municipalities, academic institutions, and 
501(c) organizations; and 

  
Whereas, Charlotte Perkins Gilman a Hartford native and a prominent American writer and 

reformer; and 
 

Whereas,  
 

The Gilman family residence, where the writer lived, once stood south of St. Peter’s 
Church, near the present-day site of 130-140 Main Street; and 
 

Whereas, 
 

The proposed marker would be located close to the intersection of Main Street and 
Wyllys Street, across the street the historical location of the Gilman family 
residence; and 
 

Whereas, 
 

The proposed marker would be cast aluminum; and 

Whereas,  
 
Whereas, 

The proposed marker would be 18” x 32”; and 
 
The proposed marker has space for five lines of text with a maximum of 27 
characters per line; and 
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Whereas, The proposed marker would be mounted to a 7’ aluminum pole; and 
  
Whereas, The proposed work is consistent with the City’s Historic Design Principles; 
  

 
Now therefore Be It 
 
Resolved, 
 

The City of Hartford Historic Preservation Commission hereby approves the 
proposed work. 
 

 
Be It Further,  
 
Resolved, This 20th day of January 2021. 

 
 



DDS- Planning & Zoning: Historic
Review Application

Submission date: 14 January 2021, 5:03AM

Receipt number: 120

Property Information

Property Address Street: Barnard Park
City: Hartford
State: CT
Zip Code:

Zoning District: Hartford

Parcel ID:

Property Owner: City of Hartford

Property Owner's Address: Street: 
City: 
State: 
Zip Code:

Phone:

Email:

Applicant

Please check if “Applicant” is the same as “Property

Owner”

Name of Applicant: Joan DiMartino

File Date: 01/14/2021

1 of 3



Address: Street: 1 Riverbend Drive
City: Mystic
State: CT
Zip Code: 06366

Phone: 860-326-9967

Email: joanie.dimartino@att.net

Primary Point of Contact

Name: Joan DiMartino

Phone: 860-326-9967

Email: joanie.dimartino@att.net

Describe your application action(s) and provide as much

detail as possible.

Proposed work: Other: installation of historic marker honoring
Hartford native Charlotte Perkins Gilman

Current materials being repaired/replaced:

Materials/products being used in work: aluminum

Please upload all supporting materials and photographs

below.

Pomeroy Foundation.pdf
41102-NY-AllemanImageClose-300x251.jpg
web1_WomensTrail.jpg
Pomeroy Foundation letter Oct 1.docx

Signatures

Signature of Applicant:

Link to signature

Name of Applicant: Joan DiMartino

2 of 3

https://admin.us.openforms.com/Results/ResponseFile?fileId=ce45cd1f-b1eb-479a-a491-c03ff2ee12d1&fileName=Pomeroy%20Foundation.pdf
https://admin.us.openforms.com/Results/ResponseFile?fileId=380501a4-b047-4c1b-8338-b360bd113679&fileName=41102-NY-AllemanImageClose-300x251.jpg
https://admin.us.openforms.com/Results/ResponseFile?fileId=9269b221-764a-4289-9c9f-817859bdc31e&fileName=web1_WomensTrail.jpg
https://admin.us.openforms.com/Results/ResponseFile?fileId=6ac81f76-2f3c-4856-83a3-b208d8e64b63&fileName=Pomeroy%20Foundation%20letter%20Oct%201.docx
https://admin.us.openforms.com/Results/GetSignatureImage?answerId=9086978


Date: 1/14/21

Signature of Property Owner:

Link to signature

Name of Property Owner: City of Hartford

Date: 1/14/21

3 of 3

https://admin.us.openforms.com/Results/GetSignatureImage?answerId=9086975


















 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LUKE BRONIN 
MAYOR 

 
 

CITY OF HARTFORD 
 

DEPARTMENT OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
Planning Division 

250 Constitution Plaza, 4th Floor 
Hartford, Connecticut   06103 

 
Telephone:  (860) 757- 9040 

Fax:  (860) 722-6402 
www.hartford.gov  

 
 
 
 

       
      

  I CHARLES MATHEWS 

      ACTING DIRECTOR 
 
 AIMEE CHAMBERS, AICP 
  DIRECTOR OF PLANNING 

  
 

 
Attn:    National Collaborative for Women's History Sites 
            c/o Alice Paul Institute 

P.O. Box 1376 
Mount Laurel, NJ 08054 

 
 
To Whom It May Concern,  
 
 
The City of Hartford is in receipt of a request for the location of a Suffrage Centennial Marker 
honoring Charlotte Perkins Gilman to be installed at Barnard Park, near the corner of Wyllys and 
Main Streets. Barnard Park is in the South Green National Historic District. Because the marker is 
to be installed at a designated property, it comes under the purview of our Historic Preservation 
Commission (HPC) as an alteration to that property. 
 
Please allow this letter to serve as a conditional notice that should the National Collaborative of 
Women’s History Sites receive funding from The William G. Pomeroy Foundation, the City is 
generally supportive of the request which must first be reviewed in the January 20, 2021 HPC 
meeting.  
 
The National Collaborative for Women's History Sites shall not be responsible for maintenance of 
the sign or damage caused by the sign. Please feel free to contact me with questions or concerns 
regarding this matter. 
 
 
Respectfully,  
 
 
 
Aimee Chambers, AICP 
Director of Planning 
City of Hartford, Department of Development Services 
Aimee.chambers@hartford.gov  
  
 
 
 
 
Cc: The William G. Pomeroy Foundation 
        
 

Digitally signed by Aimee Chambers 
DN: cn=Aimee Chambers, o=City of 
Hartford, ou=Director of Planning, 
email=aimee.chambers@hartford.gov
, c=US 
Date: 2021.01.13 13:13:12 -05'00'

http://www.hartford.gov/
mailto:Aimee.chambers@hartford.gov


_________________   (date)  

   

____________________________________________(property owner name) owns the 

property at  __________________________________________________________________ 

(address) and gives the National Collaborative of Women’s History Sites permission to install a 

Suffrage Centennial Marker on my property should they receive funding from The William G. 

Pomeroy Foundation.  The National Collaborative for Women's History Sites is not responsible 

for maintenance of sign or damage caused by the sign.  

   

Sincerely,  

 ________________________________ (signature of property owner)  

_________________________________ (printed name of property owner)  
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