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CITY OF HARTFORD
VIRTUAL MEETING OF THE
HARTFORD HISTORIC PROPERTIES &
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSIONS
DRAFT MINUTES
March 17, 2021

The Hartford Historic Properties & Preservation Commissions held a Virtual Public Hearing at
4:00 p.m. on Wednesday, March 17, 2021

Hartford Historic Properties Commission

Attendance

Present: Chair Jeffrey Jahnke, Commissioners Albert Gary, Virginia Seeley, Alternate Commissioners
Zoe Chatfield and Carey Shea

Absent, Commissioner Edith Pestana

Staff Present: Aimee Chambers, Autumn Florek, Richard Vassallo and Vanessa Walton

CALL TO ORDER
Chair Jeffrey Jahnke called the meeting to order at 4:27 pm. This meeting started late due to technical
difficulties.

HISTORIC REVIEWS
There were none.

ADJOURNMENT
The meeting adjourned at 4:29 p.m.

Hartford Historic Preservation Commission

Attendance

Present: Chair Jeffrey Jahnke, Commissioners Jonathan Clark- (arrived at 4:37 pm), Albert Gary,
Virginia Seeley, Alternate Commissioners Zoe Chatfield and Carey Shea

Absent, Commissioner Edith Pestana

Staff Present: Aimee Chambers, Autumn Florek, Richard Vassallo and Vanessa Walton

CALL TO ORDER
Chair Jeffrey Jahnke called the meeting to order at 4:29 pm. and appointed Alternate Commissioner
Carey Shea as a voting member for this meeting.

At this time Commissioner Albert Gary made a MOTION to SUSPEND the RULES for 151 Ward
Street to be added to agenda, under the New Business section, as item d., allowing an update to be given
by Attorney Richard Vassallo of Corporation Council. Seconded by Commissioner Carey Shea. There
was a unanimous 5-0 vote and the item was added.
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HISTORIC REVIEWS

1. Continued- 97 Whitney Street

This was a continuation from the January 20, 2021 meeting regarding the proposal for the for the
replacement of wood and vinyl window on the front fagade, with vinyl windows. At that
meeting, the Commission raised concerns with the replacement of the original wood windows on
the front of the home and with the consent of the applicant, TABLED the decision. However, an
approval was given which allowed the applicant to move forward with the replace of the windows
on the side and rear of the home as proposed.

This is a 1922 Colonial Revival/Four Square Two Family residential building, located in the West
End North National Historic District.

Senior Planner Autumn Florek gave an overview of the proposal. There to speak on behalf of
the applicant, Mr. Kevin Elston of Renewal by Anderson of Southern New England, who spoke
on behalf of Mr. Fullerton. He addressed and answered questions from the Commission. There
were no further questions, testimony or comments and the Public Hearing was closed.

Commissioner Jonathan Clark made a MOTION to AMEND the resolution at the 2" Resolve
with the following:

The wood windows on the front fagade shall not be replaced

Seconded by Commissioner Virginia Seeley. The AMENDED resolution was APPROVED by
a vote of 5-0.

CITY OF HARTFORD
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION RESOLUTION
97 WHITNEY STREET

Whereas, The City of Hartford Historic Preservation Commission reviewed the proposal for

the proposed replacement of windows at 95-97 Whitney Street; and

Whereas, The subject property is a contributing property in the West End North National

Historic District; and

Whereas, The structure was built in 1922 and represents a mix of Colonial Revival and Four

Square styles; and

Whereas, The architect is believed to have been Burton Sellew; and

Whereas, The structure has at least twenty 6/1 wood windows including six on the front

facade and five on the right or south facade; and

Whereas, The structure has seven 6/1 wood and composite windows installed on the front

and side third-story dormers; and

Whereas, The structures in the surrounding area are distinguished by the significant number

of wood windows; and

Whereas, The neighboring structures are distinguished by the prevalence of 6/1 windows;
and
Whereas, The Applicant proposes to replace some of the existing windows with Fibrex
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composite windows.

Whereas, The proposed work, modified to conform with the conditions included in this

resolution, will be consistent with the City’s Historic Design Principles;

Now Therefore Be It

Resolved, The City of Hartford Historic Preservation Commission hereby approves the

proposed work with conditions.

Resolved, The wood windows on the front facade shall not be replaced.

Resolved, The 6/1 windows on the third-story of the front and side facades shall

only be replaced in-kind.

Resolved, Windows that are replaced should match the dimensions of the existing

components such as stiles, rails, muntins, glazing bars, and area of glass as
closely as possible.

Be It Further,

Resolved, This 17th day of March 2021

2. 267 Farmington Avenue

This was a review of the nomination of Aetna/Comet Diner to the National Register of Historic
Places. This is a Modern/Streamlined Moderne Commercial building that was built in 1947, with
an addition built in 1948. It’s located in the Laurel and Marshall Streets NHD, Asylum Hill
MRA districts.

Senior Planner Autumn Florek gave an overview of the proposal and read a letter of support into
the records from the Chair, Ms. Jacky McKinney of the ANA NRZ and a letter from State
Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) regarding the nomination, which stated that the nomination
would be on the agenda for March 26, 2021 at 9:30 am. Ms. Aimee Chambers stated that she
received a letter from CT Main Street via email, signed by Mr. Patrick McMahon, CEO, in
support of the nomination, which she also read into the records.

The Public Hearing was opened and the applicant, Mr. Wayne Benjamin, representing Triumph
Ventures addressed and answered question from the Commission. The Commission also heard
from Mr. Eric LaChapelle of Mayor Design Group Architecture Firm, and Ms. Jackey
McKinney- ANA NRZ, both in support of the nomination. There were no further questions,
testimony or comments and the Public Hearing was closed.

Commissioner Albert Gary made a MOTION to ACCEPT the resolution as written by staff,
Seconded by Commissioner Jonathan Clark. The resolution was APPROVED by a vote of 5-0.

CITY OF HARTFORD
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION RESOLUTION
267 FARMINGTON AVENUE

Whereas, The City of Hartford Historic Preservation Commission reviewed the nomination of the

property at 267 Farmington Avenue to the National Register of Historic Places; and

Whereas, The subject site is in the Laurel and Marshall Streets National Historic District, which is

part of the Asylum Hill multiple Resource Area; and
3
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Whereas,

Whereas,

Whereas,

Whereas,
Whereas,
Whereas,
Whereas,

Whereas,

Resolved,

Resolved,

The structure represent the shift in consumer tastes in the mid-20" century; and

The siting and design of the structure illustrates the shift in development patterns that
occurred in the postwar period; and

The structure is an excellent example of prefab Modern and Streamlined Moderne
architecture; and

The structure retains materials such as glass block and metallic prefab sections; and
The structure retains the detailing that dates to its construction; and

The property has retained its integrity as a historic site; and

The property meets the (a) and (C) criteria for listing on the National Register; and
The nomination is consistent with the City’s Historic Design Principles;

Now Therefore Be It

The City of Hartford Historic Preservation Commission hereby supports the nomination
of the site to the National Register of Historic Places

Be It Further,

This 17" day of March 2021

3. 9-11 Burton Street
This was a proposal for the installation of vents on the side elevation and rear doors of a 1909
Queen Anne Three-Family Residential home, located in the Upper Albany National Historic

District.

Senior Planner Autumn Florek gave an overview of the proposal. The Applicant, Mr. Marlon
Lugo was present and he addressed and answered questions from the Commission. There were
no further questions, testimony or comments and the Public Hearing was closed.

Commissioner Albert Gary made a MOTION to accept the resolution as written by staff,
Seconded by Commissioner Virginia Seeley. The resolution was APPROVED by a vote of 5-0.

Whereas,

Whereas,

Whereas,

Whereas,

CITY OF HARTFORD
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION RESOLUTION
9 BURTON STREET

The City of Hartford Historic Preservation Commission reviewed the proposed
improvements at 9-11 Burton Street; and

The subject property is a contributing property in the Upper Albany National
Historic District; and

The subject structure is a Queen Anne Structure built in 1909; and

The proposed work is part of a federally funded lead abatement program; and
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Whereas, The Applicant proposes to install 3 vents on the right side facade; and

Whereas, The proposed vents would be installed on the first, second, and third stories; and
Whereas, The proposed vents would be approximately 11” x 12”; and

Whereas, The proposed vents would provide ventilation for bathroom exhaust; and
Whereas, The Applicant proposes to replace two exterior doors on the rear facade of the

structure; and

Whereas, The Applicant proposes to install vinyl flooring on the enclosed front porch; and
Whereas, The proposed vents would have a negligible impact; and

Whereas, The proposed doors and vinyl flooring would not be visible from the street; and
Whereas, The proposal is consistent with the City’s Historic Design Principles;

Now therefore Be It

Resolved, The City of Hartford Historic Preservation Commission hereby approves the
proposed work.

Be It Further,

Resolved, This 17th day of March 2021.

4. 37-39 Charter Oak Place
This was a proposal for the installation of vents on the exterior and for the replacement of in-kind
windows on a 1926 Multi Family Residential Classical Revival home. The building is located in
the Charter Oak Place National Historic District.

Senior Planner Autumn Florek gave a thorough overview of the proposal. The applicant, Mr.
Bret Bowen, Architect, and Mr. Jason Leewe were present and they addressed and answered
questions from the Commission. There were no further questions, testimony or comments and
the Public Hearing was closed.

Commissioner Jonathan Clark made a MOTION to APPROVE the resolution as written by
staff, Seconded by Commissioner Virginia Seeley. The resolution was APPROVED by a vote

of 5-0.
CITY OF HARTFORD
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION RESOLUTION
37-39 CHARTER OAK PLACE

Whereas, The City of Hartford Historic Preservation Commission reviewed the proposed

vents and in-kind replacement of windows at 37-39 Charter Oak Place; and
Whereas, The subject property is listed in the district nomination as a ‘non-critical” property;

and
Whereas, The subject structure is an apartment building built in 1926; and
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Whereas, The structure was damaged in a fire that occurred in March 2020; and

Whereas, The Applicant proposes to install 3 louvered vents on the exterior; and

Whereas, The proposed vents would comply with building codes; and

Whereas, The proposed vents are designed to handle exhaust from the bathrooms in the
building; and

Whereas, The Applicant proposes to replace 58 windows in-kind; and

Now Therefore Be It

Resolved, The City of Hartford Historic Preservation Commission hereby approves the
proposed work.

Be It Further,

Resolved, This 17th day of March 2021.

5. 585 Park Street

This was a proposal for the installation of a projecting sign on the Park Street facade of the new branch of
a Hartford Public Library which was the former site of the historic Lyric Theater. The building is located
in the Frog Hollow National Historic District.

Senior Planner Autumn Florek gave an overview of the proposal. There to speak was Ms. Diana Lanser
of TSKP Studio was present, and she spoke on behalf of the applicant. Also present was Mr. Glenn
Geathers of the City of Hartford Economic Development. They both answered questions and addressed
the Commission. There were no questions, testimony or comments from the public and the Public
Hearing was closed.

Commissioner Virginia Seeley made a MOTION to ACCEPT the resolution as written by staff,
Seconded by Commissioner Albert Gary. The resolution was APPROVED by a vote of 5-0.

CITY OF HARTFORD

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION RESOLUTION
585 PARK STREET

Whereas, The City of Hartford Historic Preservation Commission reviewed the proposed
modifications to a sign at 585 Park Street approved by the Commission in 2017; and

Whereas, The subject property is in the Frog Hollow National Historic District; and

Whereas, The Commission previously reviewed the sign design when it approved the demolition of
the Lyric Theater in August 2017; and

Whereas, The Commission previously approved a 2’ x 10° projecting sign; and

Whereas, The sign approved previously had text that read “Hartford Public library”; and

Whereas, The Applicant proposes a modified 1.5” x 18’ projecting sign; and

Whereas, ;I'he propodsed sign would be internally illuminated with light emitted through stencil cut
etters; an
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Whereas, The proposed sign text would read “Public Library at the Lyric”; and

Whereas, The proposed modifications are meant to recognize the historic Lyric Theater that

operated on the site; and

Whereas, The proposed modifications are in line with requirements stipulated by SHPO when it

approved the demolition of the Lyric Theater in 2017; and

Whereas, The proposed work is consistent with the City’s Historic Design Principles;

Now Therefore Be It

Resolved, The City of Hartford Historic Preservation Commission hereby approves the proposed

work.

Be It Further,

Resolved, This 17th day of March 2021.

6. 556 Zion Street

This was a proposal for modifications to the originally proposed design to allow an as built
storefront that deviates from the prior 2017 Historic Commission approval. The building is an
1899 Commercial Residential Triple Decker building, located in the Frog Hollow National
Historic District.

Senior Planner Autumn Florek gave an overview of the proposal. Mr. Robert Hurd of the
Architects was present and he addressed and answered questions from the Commission on behalf
of the applicant. There were no further questions, testimony or comments and the Public Hearing
was closed.

The Commission deliberated and Commissioner Jonathan Clark made a MOTION to AMEND
the resolution to add the following conditions:

1. The originally proposed transom window over the apartment door be installed

2. That the original top window line, which is the same line at the top of the door
opening be maintained across the facade, to be worked out between architect,
owner and staff

3. That the architect supplies a completed punch list with items he finds deficient to
be discussed by staff

Seconded by Commissioner Virginia Seeley. The AMENDED resolution was APPROVED
WITH CONDITIONS by a vote of 5-0.

CITY OF HARTFORD
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION RESOLUTION
556 ZION STREET

Whereas, The City of Hartford Historic Preservation Commission reviewed the renovations

to the storefront at 556 Zion Street; and

Whereas, The subject site is a contributing property in the Frog Hollow National Historic

District; and
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Whereas,
Whereas,

Whereas,

Whereas,

Whereas,

Whereas,

Whereas,

Whereas,

Whereas,

Whereas,

Resolved,

Resolved,

The subject structure is a triple decker with a ground floor storefront; and
The subject structure was built in 1899; and

The Commission approved improvements proposed by the Applicant to the
storefront in 2017; and

The Applicant proposed in 2017 to reuse the wood storefront wherever possible;
and

The Applicant proposed to replace any wood components in-kind; and

The renovated storefront has vinyl paneling that was not used in the late 19th and
early 20th centuries; and

The renovated storefront has vinyl molding that was not used at the time of the
construction of the original storefront; and

The renovated storefront lacks the trim and detailing that would have existed on
storefronts at the turn of the 20th century; and

The renovated storefront windows are smaller than the windows that were installed
previously and comprise a smaller percentage of the storefront; and

The work is consistent with the City’s Historic Design Principles;
Now Therefore Be It

The City of Hartford Historic Preservation Commission hereby approved the work as
completed with the following conditions:

1. The originally proposed transom window over the apartment door be installed

2. That the original top window line, which is the same line at the top of the door
opening be maintained across the facade, to be worked out between architect,
owner and staff

3. That the architect supplies a completed punch list with items he finds deficient
to be discussed by staff

Be It Further,

This 17th day of March 2021

7. 123 Beacon Street
This was a proposal for a rear fagade addition to an 1899 Frame Vernacular Religious/
Philanthropic building. It is located in the West End South National Historic District.

Senior Planner Autumn Florek gave a thorough overview of the proposal. The applicant, Mr.
Luis Borges was present and he addressed and answered questions from the Commission. There
were no further questions, testimony or comments and the Public Hearing was closed.

Commissioner Jonathan Clark made a MOTION to AMEND the resolution to remove Resolves
2, 3and 4. Seconded by Commissioner Albert Gary. The AMENDED resolution was

8



425
426
427
428
429
430

431
432
433
434
435
436
437
438
439
440
441
442
443
444
445
446
447
448
449
450
451
452
453
454
455
456
457
458
459
460
461
462
463

464
465
466
467
468
469
470
471
472
473
474
475
476
477
478

APPROVED by a vote of 5-0.

Whereas,

Whereas,

Whereas,
Whereas,

Whereas,

Whereas,

Whereas,
Whereas,
Whereas,

Whereas,

Resolved,

Resolved,

CITY OF HARTFORD
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION RESOLUTION
123 BEACON STREET

The City of Hartford Historic Preservation Commission reviewed the proposed
addition to the structure at 123 Beacon Street; and

The subject site is a contributing property in the West End South National Historic
District; and

The site has a vernacular frame structure; and
The subject structure was built in 1899; and

The structure has been significantly altered with an addition to the front and side
facades; and

The existing structure is clad with aluminum siding and the roof of the existing
structure is clad with asphalt shingles; and

The structure has 1/1 vinyl double-hung windows with wood trim; and

The proposed addition would have a width of 15° and a depth of 12’; and

The proposed addition would have asphalt shingles and aluminum siding; and
The proposed work is consistent with the City’s Historic Design Principles
Now Therefore Be It

The City of Hartford Historic Preservation Commission hereby approves the
proposed work.

Be It Further,

This 17th day of March 2021.

8. 130 Wethersfield Avenue (Colt Park)
This was a proposal for the demolition of an ice skating rink that is no longer in use and to
construct a Futsal Court at Colt Park, which was bequeathed to the City of Harford in 1905. This
land is located in the Coltsville Industrial National Historic District.

Senior Planner Autumn Florek gave a thorough overview of the proposal. Ms. Emily Weckman
of TO Design was present and she addressed and answered questions from the Commission.
There were no further questions, testimony or comments and the Public Hearing was closed.

The Commission deliberated regarding the height, color and material of the fence to be installed
and Commissioner Jonathan Clark made a MOTION to AMEND the resolution with the
following condition and recommendation:

Condition:
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1. That the applicant installs a welded wire fence at the lowest height to be determined by staff
and that it not be more than 8 ft in height.

Recommendation:
1. That the surface of the court be finished with a colorful graphic design.

Seconded by Commissioner Virginia Seeley. The AMENDED resolution was APPROVED
WITH CONDITION by a vote of 5-0.

CITY OF HARTFORD
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION RESOLUTION
130 WEATHERSFIELD AVENUE

Whereas, The City of Hartford Historic Preservation Commission reviewed the proposed
futsal court at Colt Park; and

Whereas, The Applicant proposes to demolish the existing ice rink; and

Whereas, The Applicant proposes to construct a futsal court; and

Whereas, The existing ice rink is no longer used; and

Whereas, The proposed futsal court would be 180’ x 88’; and

Whereas, The proposed futsal court would have 6 sports lights; and

Whereas, The proposed sports lights would have a height of 30.5’; and

Whereas, The proposed sports lights would use the foundations of the existing lights; and
Whereas, The Applicant proposes to install a fence with a height of 8’ around the perimeter

of the court; and

Whereas, The Applicant proposes to create a seating area for spectators and install 6 tables;
and

Whereas, The Applicant proposes to remove 26 existing concrete barrier blocks; and

Whereas, The Applicant proposes to install a timber guardrail fence along the east side of

Morris Street; and

Whereas, The nomination for the Coltsville National Historic Landmark District
categorized the recreation facilities in Colt Park as non-contributing; and

Whereas, The proposed work is consistent with the City’s Historic Design Principles;
Now Therefore Be It

Resolved, The City of Hartford Historic Preservation Commission hereby approves the
proposed work with the following condition and recommendation:

Condition:

1. That the applicant installs a welded wire fence at the lowest height to be
determined by staff and that it not be more than 8 ft in height.

Recommendation:
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1. That the surface of the court be finished with a colorful graphic design.
Be It Further,

Resolved, This 17th day of March 2021

9. 130 Pope Park Drive (Pope Park)
This was a proposal for the installation of a T-Ball field and batting cages at Pope Park which is
located in the Frog National Historic District.

Senior Planner Autumn Florek gave an overview of the proposal. The Applicant, Mr. Jon Tunsky
was present and he addressed and answered questions from the Commission.

Ms. Aimee Chambers, Director of Planning read a note from the chat section of the WebEx
meeting from Ms. Mary Cockram who stated that she was in support of the project, but was
disappointed with the design.

The Public Hearing was opened and the commission heard comments from Senator John Fonfara
and Mr. Ramon Arroyo who both spoke in support of the project. There were no additional
comments at that time.

After much discussion, the applicant was asked if he would be willing to TABLE this item until
the next scheduled meeting to allow him to address the design concerns raised by the public and
the Commissioners, in which he consented.

Commissioner Jonathan Clark made a MOTION to TABLE this item until the next scheduled

meeting, April 21, 2021. Seconded by Commissioner Albert Gary. The item was TABLED by a
vote of 5-0.

OLD/NEW BUSINESS:

Minutes
February 17, 2021 Approved as submitted

Administrative Approvals
February 4- March 3, 2021 - Reviewed by the Commission

Officer Elections

Vice Chair:

Commissioner Virginia Seeley NOMINATED Commissioner Albert Gary to the office of Vice Chair.
There were no other nominations. Commissioner Albert Gary ACCEPTED the NOMINATION and it
was Seconded by Commissioner Jonathan Clark. The Commission voted and Commissioner Albert Gary
was APPROVED as the new Vice Chair of the Historic Properties/Preservation Commissions by a vote
of 4-0.

Secretary:

Commissioner Virginia Seeley NOMINATED Commissioner Jonathan Clark to the office of Secretary.
There were no other nominations. Commissioner Jonathan Clark ACCEPTED the NOMINATION and
it was Seconded by Commissioner Albert Gary. The Commission voted and Commissioner Jonathan
Clark was APPROVED as the new Secretary of the Historic Properties/Preservation Commissions by a
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vote of 4-0.
The Hon. Noel McGregor, Town and City Clerk was notified of the results of the election.

Update Re: 151 Ward Street

Attorney Richard Vassallo informed the Commission that the Applicant/Congregation, Beth Israel came
before this Commission in 2012 and again in April 2019, seeking a demolition for the property. In both
instances, they were denied as they had not established that there was not an economical feasible
alternative. An appeal of the Commission’s decision was heard at Superior Court and ruled that the
applicant was being denied the use of the property. With that said, a Court order, dated March 2, 2021
remanded the case back to this Commission with an order and instructions that the Historic Commission
grant the demolition within no more than 60 days from the date of the decision.

ADJOURNMENT
The meeting adjourned at 8:43 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by
Vanessa L. Walton, Executive Assistant
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