
 

 
 

DEPARTMENT OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES – PLANNING DIVISION  
REPORT: 117 Oak Street, Hartford, CT 
For consideration: July 28, 2021 

 
STAFF REPORT 

 
TO:  HARTFORD PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
FROM:  Paul Bengtson, Principal Planner 

T. 860-757-9056  Email: paul.bengtson@hartford.gov 
   
PROJECT:   117 Oak Street 
  COMM-2021-0436 
  PARCEL ID: 225-436-088 
 
ZONE:  MX-1 HISTORIC DISTRICT:  Frog Hollow National Historic District 
 
TYPE: ARTICLE XII HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

Sec. 28-170 through 28-221 
  
APPLICANT: Darin Senna, Hartford Sign and Design, LLC 
   
OWNER: Richard Zayas 
   
 

 
Figure 1. Location Map; Hartford GIS 
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
The mixed-use building at 117 Oak Street, built circa 1900, is a contributing structure in the Frog 
Hollow National Historic District. 
 
Proposed Project: The applicant proposes to install a pole mounted pedestrian scale sign in the 
front yard of the property, perpendicular to the street. 
 
LEGAL STANDARD 
The Commission reviews and acts upon all applications for Document of Suitability. No person or 
entity may, without first applying and obtaining the approval of the Commission, file an application 
for a demolition permit, or for a building permit for any protected property as designated in the 
Historic Preservation Ordinance Sec. 28-219. 
 
STANDARD SPECIFIC TO THE USE   
The commission shall adopt the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation and the 
Hartford Guidelines for Renovations and Additions to Historic Buildings. 
 
According to Standards 9 and 10 of the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation, 
which states, “New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic materials, 
features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property. The new work will be differentiated from the old and 
will be compatible with the historic materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and massing to protect the integrity 
of the property and its environment.” Standard 10 states, “New additions and adjacent or related new construction 
will be undertaken in such a manner that, if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic 
property and its environment would be unimpaired.” 
 
FINDING OF FACTS 
CURRENT USE:  Mixed-Use   PROPOSED USE: Mixed- Use 
YEAR BUILT:  c 1900    STYLE:   Commercial 
 
Particular Mention in historic nomination: The nomination does not include a specific mention 
of the subject property, but it is listed in the inventory as a contributing property. 
 

 
Figure 2. Front (Oak St) Façade - Google Street View Image dated October 2020. 
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Current Conditions: The building has a first-floor office tenant space, and dormers were installed 
in the third floor/attic on both the north and south sides of the building. 
 
Condition of other properties in neighborhood: The surrounding properties are similarly 
developed with first floor office uses. 
 
COMMENTS RECEIVED  (None requested/none received as of July 23, 2021) 
 
ANALYSIS  
The applicant proposes to install a pole mounted pedestrian scaled sign in the front yard 
perpendicular to Oak Street.  The post is proposed to be 5-inch by 5-inch and 8 feet tall with a 
decorative cap and base in a satin black finish. The 24-inch by 32-inch double sided, non-
illuminated, aluminum sign panel is mounted to the pole via an aluminum sign bracket. 
 
Staff finds the proposed sign to be in conformance with the guidelines. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION  
Staff recommends approval of this application 
 
A draft resolution follows.   
 
ATTACHMENTS  
1. Application Form(s) 
2. Sign Plan submitted July 6, 2021 
 
 
 
REVIEWED,  
 
 
_______________________ 
Aimee Chambers, Director 
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CITY OF HARTFORD 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION RESOLUTION  

117 OAK STREET 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION PROPOSAL  

  
Whereas, The City of Hartford Historic Preservation Commission reviewed the proposal to add a 

new pole mounted pedestrian scale sign for a tenant of the existing mixed-use structure; 
and  

  
Whereas, The property is located in the Frog Hollow National Historic District; and  
 
Whereas, All proposed work will be done in a manner consistent with the historic character of the 

building; and 
  
Whereas,  The proposed sign is consistent with the City’s Historic Design Principals; 

 
Now therefore Be It 

  
Resolved, That the City of Hartford Historic Preservation Commission hereby approves the 

proposed sign. 
 
Be It Further, 
  

Resolved, This 28th day of July 2021. 
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