
 

 
 

DEPARTMENT OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES – PLANNING DIVISION  
REPORT: 143 Homestead Avenue, Hartford, CT 
For consideration: July 28, 2021 

 
STAFF REPORT 

 
TO:  HARTFORD PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
FROM:  Paul Bengtson, Principal Planner 

T. 860-757-9056  Email: paul.bengtson@hartford.gov 
   
PROJECT:   143 Homestead Avenue 
  PARCEL ID: 199-251-016 
 
ZONE:  NX-2 HISTORIC DISTRICT:  Homestead Avenue State Historic District 
 
TYPE: ARTICLE XII HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

Sec. 28-170 through 28-221 
  
APPLICANT: Eugene Emanuel Lewis 
   
OWNER: Eugene Emanuel Lewis 
   
 

 
Figure 1. Location Map; Hartford GIS 
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
The multifamily residence at 143 Homestead Avenue was built in 1909 as a Half-Six in Late 
Italianate style and contributes to the Homestead Avenue State Historic District. The building 
continues to be used as a residential apartment. 
 
Photographs submitted by the applicant indicate that some demolition of the existing concrete front 
steps and metal railings and construction of the proposed pressure treated front steps was begun 
prior to submitting for this historic review. 
 
The Commission denied a previous application for the proposed porch and stair work at the May 
19, 2021 regular meeting. 
 
Proposed Project: The applicant has revised their proposal to clearly retain the current form of the 
porch and window/door openings.  They propose in-kind replacement of the doors and windows, 
in-kind repair/replacement of the wood siding, and in-kind replacement of the porch skirting.  The 
only aspect of the proposal that is not an in-kind replacement is the concrete steps which were 
partially demolished.  The applicant now proposes to replace the front steps with pressure treated 
stair treads, risers, rails and balusters. 
 
The applicant’s proposal is summarized on their application form, rather than reflected on plans. 
 
LEGAL STANDARD 
The Commission reviews and acts upon all applications for Document of Suitability. No person or 
entity may, without first applying and obtaining the approval of the Commission, file an application 
for a demolition permit, or for a building permit for any protected property as designated in the 
Historic Preservation Ordinance Sec. 28-219. 
 
STANDARD SPECIFIC TO THE USE   
The commission shall adopt the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation and the 
Hartford Guidelines for Renovations and Additions to Historic Buildings. 
 
According to page 23- “Designing for Missing Elements” of the adopted Guidelines for Renovations 
and Additions to Historic Buildings; “Acceptable: If you do not know what elements looked like, replace 
them with elements that are compatible in scale, color, size and material with typical detailing used in the historical 
style of the building. Simplified or abstracted forms are preferable if no evidence of the actual detail exists.” 
According to page 23- “Wood siding and trim” “Recommended: Repairing wood shingles and siding” 
 
FINDING OF FACTS 
CURRENT USE:  Multifamily   PROPOSED USE: Multifamily 
YEAR BUILT:  1909    STYLE:  Half Six (Late Italianate) 
 
Particular Mention in historic nomination: The subject property is not specifically mentioned in the district 
nomination form, but is included in the inventory and is indicated to have been built in 1909, designer/architect 
unknown, Half Six (Late Italianate) style/period, 3 floors, gable roof form, red brick materials, previously owned by 
Silvan A. and Cyrilene Blake, and included in photo 13.” 
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Front and side (west) façade - Google Streetview Image from November 2020 

 
 
Current Conditions: The brick building walls are in good condition, while the front porch needs 
maintenance, with some windows boarded up and the northwest corner of the porch wall appearing 
to have been removed. The front steps have been partially demolished and wood stairs have been 
constructed without permits or historic review.  
 
Condition of other properties in neighborhood: The majority of the structures surrounding 143 
Homestead and in fair condition, though some show significant modifications, and parking lots abut 
the site on the east and north side. 
 
COMMENTS RECEIVED  (None received as of July 23, 2021) 
 
ANALYSIS  
The applicant began demolition and construction activities prior to obtaining permits or historic 
review, and was previously denied by the Commission at the May meeting. 
 
The front porch has a well-designed and defined band of windows along the front and side facades 
of the porch only interrupted by a front doorway with a transom window above.  That band of 
windows is a distinct design feature that is still existing and per the guidance of the guidelines should 
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be retained. The applicant has revised their application to retain the window and door openings and 
will instead replace the windows and door in-kind.  The actual specifications have not been 
provided, so a condition of approval has been recommended that would require review of the 
specification by staff before building permit applications can be filed. 
 
Similarly, the applicant has revised their application to propose in-kind wood siding 
repair/replacement and the use of orthogonal lattice with 4-inch minimum trim on all side, in 
keeping with the guidance of the Commission and the guidelines. 
 
While the site previously had a concrete front stair, the stairs were partially demolished and the 
applicant is now proposing pressure treated stairs and rails with bullnose treads, risers, rails and 
balusters. The change of materials can be supported by staff, with a condition of approval requiring 
a review of complete plans/specifications for the stair materials prior to building permit 
applications. 
 
The structural repairs proposed, including new concrete footings, pressure treated posts and 
pressure treated joist repairs will not be visible and therefore can proceed without historic review.  
Building permits would be required along with drawings that clearly identify that no visible work is 
included in the application. 
 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION  
Staff recommends approval of this application with the following conditions: 

1. The replacement windows and doors shall match the dimensions, materials and 
design of the existing windows and doors. 

2. The materials/specifications for the stairs and siding shall be submitted to staff 
for review and approval prior to the submission of building permits. 

 
A draft resolution follows.   
 
ATTACHMENTS  
1. Application Form 
2. Plans and Photographs submitted March 29, 2021. 
 
 
REVIEWED,  
 
 
_______________________ 
Aimee Chambers, Director 
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CITY OF HARTFORD 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION RESOLUTION  
143 HOMESTEAD AVENUE 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION PROPOSAL  
  
Whereas, The City of Hartford Historic Preservation Commission reviewed the proposal to 

reconfigure the front façade of the existing porch attached to the residential structure at 
143 Homestead Avenue, and to replace the concrete front stairs and metal railings; and  

  
Whereas, The property is located in the Homestead Avenue State Historic District; and  
  
Whereas, The structure is a 3 story brick building of a Half Six, Late Italianate style; and 
  
Whereas, Some portions of the work proposed will be done in a manner consistent with the historic 

character of the house; and  
  
Whereas, The applicant proposes to rehabilitate the existing structure as indicated on the 

architectural drawing set dated March 15, 2021; and 
  
Whereas,  The proposed structural work vinyl diagonal lattice screening work is consistent with the 

City’s Historic Design Principals; 
 
Now therefore Be It 

  
Resolved, The City of Hartford Historic Preservation Commission hereby approves the proposed 

work with the following conditions: 
1. The approval includes only the structural repairs that will not be visible 

from the adjacent street and the continued use of vinyl diagonal lattice to 
screen the structure of the porch. 

 
Be It Further, 
  

Resolved, This 28th day of July 2021. 


		2021-07-23T17:58:00-0400
	Aimee Chambers




