
 

 
 

DEPARTMENT OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES – PLANNING DIVISION  
REPORT: 275 Park Street, Hartford, CT 
For consideration: July 28, 2021 

 
STAFF REPORT 

 
TO:  HARTFORD PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
FROM:  Paul Bengtson, Principal Planner 

T. 860-757-9056  Email: paul.bengtson@hartford.gov 
   
PROJECT:   275 Park Street 
  COMM-2021-0420 
  PARCEL ID: 226-549-159 
 
ZONE:  MS-1 HISTORIC DISTRICT:  Jefferson Seymour National Historic District 
 
TYPE: ARTICLE XII HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

Sec. 28-170 through 28-221 
  
APPLICANT: Adriana Calle, Colservice Accounting, LLC 
   
OWNER: Colservice Accounting, LLC 
   
 

 
Figure 1. Location Map, Hartford GIS 
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
The building at 275 Park Street was built circa 1900, and was significantly altered in 1945 to be 
converted from a dwelling/tenement to be the Polish Veteran Legion of America clubhouse. This 
included interior alterations and a one-story addition to the rear of the building.  The building is 
within the boundaries of the Jefferson Seymour National Historic District, but is not specifically 
mentioned in the nomination form. 
 
Proposed Project: The applicant proposes to install a new glass door on the front (north) façade of 
the building, convert an existing window opening on the side (east) façade into a door opening with 
a similar glass door, and to open a new window opening on the side (east) façade. 
 
LEGAL STANDARD 
The Commission reviews and acts upon all applications for Document of Suitability. No person or 
entity may, without first applying and obtaining the approval of the Commission, file an application 
for a demolition permit, or for a building permit for any protected property as designated in the 
Historic Preservation Ordinance Sec. 28-219. 
 
STANDARD SPECIFIC TO THE USE   
The commission shall adopt the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation and the 
Hartford Guidelines for Renovations and Additions to Historic Buildings. 
 
According to page 69 of the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic 
Properties the recommended actions for accessibility are as follows:  
 
“Identifying the historic building’s character-defining exterior features, interior spaces, features, and finishes, and 
features of the site and setting which may be affected by accessibility code- required work.” 
 
“Complying with barrier-free access requirements in such manner that the historic building’s character-defining exterior 
features, interior spaces, features, and finishes and features of site and setting are preserved or impacted as little as 
possible.” 
 
“Working with specialists in accessibility and historic preservation to determine the most sensitive solutions to comply 
with access requirements in a historic building, its site, and setting.” 
 
“Providing barrier-free access that promotes independence for the user while preserving significant historic features.” 
 
“Finding solutions to meet accessibility requirements that minimize the impact of any necessary alteration for 
accessibility on the historic building, its site, or setting, such as compatible ramps, paths, and lifts.” 
 
 
FINDING OF FACTS 
CURRENT USE:  Vacant   PROPOSED USE:  Office 
YEAR BUILT:  c 1900    STYLE:   Unidentified 
 
Particular Mention in historic nomination: The subject property is not specifically mentioned in 
the nomination, however notes from the Hartford Architecture Conservancy Survey identify the 
property as being building between 1850-1869 and being of ‘better’ condition. 
 



275 Park Street 3 

 
Figure 2. Front (Park St) Façade - Google Street View Image dated October 2020. 

 
Current Conditions: The building has been unoccupied for some time, and has a modern 
accessible ramp attached to the east façade that leads from the building to the adjacent parking lot.  
Portions of the windows were infilled when it was converted from a residential use o a clubhouse in 
the 1940s. 
 
Condition of other properties in neighborhood: Other properties in the neighborhood are in fair 
to good condition. 
 
COMMENTS RECEIVED  (None received as of July 23, 2021) 
 
ANALYSIS  
The applicant’s proposal includes three parts.  The first is to replace the existing metal door on the 
east side façade with a modern glass entry door. This door is on the side of the single-story addition 
on the rear of the building that was installed circa 1945 during the conversion to a clubhouse. The 
modern glass door is intended to allow multiple entrances for businesses that occupy the building in 
the future.  The applicant provided a design of the replacement door which is clear adonized and 
measures 36 inches by 84 inches. As this portion of the building is not original construction and the 
existing door is a steel security door with no design features, staff finds that the guidelines support 
the new entrance point as beneficial to the long-term use of the historic building. 
 
The second aspect of the request is to create a new window opening south of the door opening that 
is proposed to be converted above.  Again, this portion of the structure is the single-story addition 



275 Park Street 4 

on the rear of the building that was installed circa 1945 during the conversion to a clubhouse. The 
proposed window is a Series 8510 Heavy Commercial Architectural Aluminum Termal-Break 
Picture Window, but a size is not specified in the application materials.  The fenestration pattern for 
the building is quite consistent, and while staff supports the installation of an additional window in 
this location, the opening and window type should match that of the other windows on the first 
floor of the structure.  As stated above, the opening of an additional window on the first floor of the 
non-original addition is consistent with the guidelines in terms of expanding the useful life of the 
structure; however, staff has included a condition of approval that requires the window installed to 
match the other first floor windows in dimensions and style. 
 
The third element of the proposal is the removal of an existing six over six double hung window on 
the first floor of the east façade, closest to the front of the building, and conversion of that opening 
into a doorway for the installation of a modern glass entry door.  The same specifications as the 
previous doorway are proposed.  The applicant is requesting this to allow an accessible entry point 
that faces the adjacent parking lot that is both more visible and safer.  This location would allow the 
accessible ramp to continue to serve the intended purpose, but there is already a door opening near 
this location that was the original entry the ramp was built for.  Given this alternative, staff does not 
support this aspect of the proposal.  If the Commission does approve this aspect, staff would 
recommend that the existing window be reused as the new window proposed in the second element 
of the proposed project. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION  
Staff recommends approval of this application subject to the following conditions: 

1. The proposed window on the first-floor addition shall match the existing first floor 
windows in dimensions and design. 

2. The proposed conversion of the east façade window to an entry door is not 
approved. 

 
A draft resolution follows.   
 
ATTACHMENTS  
1. Application Form(s) 
2. Plans and Specifications submitted June 14, 2021 and July 22, 2021. 
 
 
 
REVIEWED,  
 
 
_______________________ 
Aimee Chambers, Director 
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CITY OF HARTFORD 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION RESOLUTION  
275 PARK STREET 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION PROPOSAL  
  
Whereas, The City of Hartford Historic Preservation Commission reviewed the proposal to replace 

an existing metal door, to create a new window opening, and to convert an existing 
window opening into a doorway at 275 Park Street; and  

  
Whereas, The property is located in the Jefferson Seymour National Historic District; and  
 
Whereas, All proposed work can be done in a manner consistent with the historic character of the 

building with the conditions included below; and 
  
Whereas,  The proposed glass entry door and window can be consistent with the City’s Historic 

Design Principals with the conditions included below; 
 
Now therefore Be It 

  
Resolved, The City of Hartford Historic Preservation Commission hereby approves the proposal 

subject to the following conditions: 
1. The proposed window on the first-floor addition shall match the existing 

first floor windows in dimensions and design. 
2. The proposed conversion of the east façade window to an entry door is 

not approved. 
 
Be It Further, 
  

Resolved, This 28th day of July 2021. 
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