
 

 
 

DEPARTMENT OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES – PLANNING DIVISION  
REPORT: 3 Lewis Street, Hartford, CT 
For consideration: July 28, 2021 

 
STAFF REPORT 

 
TO:  HARTFORD PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
FROM:  Paul Bengtson, Principal Planner 

T. 860-757-9056  Email: paul.bengtson@hartford.gov 
   
PROJECT:   3 Lewis Street 
  COMM-2021-0432 
  PARCEL ID: 246-347-030 
 
ZONE:  DT-3 HISTORIC DISTRICT:  Lewis Street National Historic District 
 
TYPE: ARTICLE XII HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

Sec. 28-170 through 28-221 
  
APPLICANT: Joe Scannell 
   
OWNER: Voden, LLC. 
   
 

 
Figure 1. Location Map; Hartford GIS 
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
The office building at 3 Lewis Street was built in 1929 and contributes to the Lewis Street (Block) 
National Historic District. 
 
Proposed Project: The applicant installed a new roof walkout access and railings without obtaining 
historic review or building/trade permits.  A Notice of Violation was issued by a Zoning 
Enforcement Officer on May 26, 2021 (Hartford 311 - Case ID# 10118140). The existing roof 
hatch was replaced with a walkout, and metal railings were installed along the perimeter of the roof. 
 
LEGAL STANDARD 
The Commission reviews and acts upon all applications for Document of Suitability. No person or 
entity may, without first applying and obtaining the approval of the Commission, file an application 
for a demolition permit, or for a building permit for any protected property as designated in the 
Historic Preservation Ordinance Sec. 28-219. 
 
STANDARD SPECIFIC TO THE USE   
The commission shall adopt the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation and the 
Hartford Guidelines for Renovations and Additions to Historic Buildings. 
 
Per Section 9 of the Secretary of the Interior Standards “New additions, exterior alterations, or related new 
construction shall not destroy historic materials that characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated 
from the old and shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale, and architectural features to protect the historic 
integrity of the property and its environment.” 
 
Per Section 10 of the Secretary of the Interior Standards: “New additions and adjacent or related new 
construction shall be undertaken in such a manner that if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the 
historic property and its environment would be unimpaired.” 
 
FINDING OF FACTS 
CURRENT USE:  Office   PROPOSED USE:  Office 
YEAR BUILT:  1929    STYLE:   Commercial 
 
Particular Mention in historic nomination: “3-9 Lewis Street – a two-story commercial building erected in 
1929. It has a notable parapet front gable. It is presently owned by an architectural firm who occupy the premises as 
their offices.” 
 
Current Conditions: The building is in excellent condition.  The applicant has already installed the 
roof railing and roof walkout (see attached photographs). 
 
Condition of other properties in neighborhood: Other properties in the neighborhood are in 
good to excellent condition. 
 
COMMENTS RECEIVED  (None requested/ none received as of July 23, 2021) 
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Figure 2. Front (Lewis St) Façade - Google Street View Image dated October 2020. 

 

 
Figure 3. Roof Walkout – Applicant’s Photograph submitted June 29, 2021. 
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Figure 4. – View from Jewell Street; Taken May 26, 2021 by City of Hartford ZEO 

 
ANALYSIS  
The applicant installed (without historic review or permits) a walk-out roof access and roof railings. 
The existing roof hatch was extended to be a walk-out, finished with a sloped asphalt shingle roof, 
cedar shingle siding on two sides with pvc trim, and topped with domed skylight.  The south facing 
wall’s finish is less clear. It appears to be a solid membrane.  The applicant did explain that the finish 
was meant to be low maintenance as it is at the roof edge.   
 
The walk out is on the southwest corner of the building, where the existing hatch and stairway 
already existed.  The location makes it more visible than if it was setback from the roof edge, but the 
location was dictated not by choice, but by the existing stairwell.   
 
Per the Secretary of the Interior Standards Section 9, the design of the walk out is differentiated 
from the remainder of the brick structure, and did not destroy any visible historic materials.  The 
building is brick with black doors and trim details and white windows.  The materials used for the 
walkout clearly differentiate it from the rest of the building. However, staff is concerned that the 
finish materials and colors are not compatible with the area.  There is no cedar shingle siding in the 
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immediate area.  The cedar shingle and white pvc trim visually stand out rather than recede into the 
background of the area.  A recommended condition of approval has been included that requires that 
the walk-out materials to be modified to match the trim of the building on the Trumbull Elevation, 
and the door be replaced with a door that matches the paneled doors on the Trumbull elevation. 
 
The roof railings are constructed of anodized metal and are matte black. The applicant’s narrative 
explains that the design of the roof railing was intentional, paying homage other historic properties 
and to the fencing of other properties in the neighborhood and Bushnell Park.  Again, the material 
chosen differentiates it from the building but is still compatible and removable in the future. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION  
Staff recommends approval of this application, subject to the following conditions: 

1. The door of the walkout shall be replaced with a door that matches the paneled 
doors on the Trumbull elevation in appearance. 

2. All siding and trim on the walkout shall be modified to match the trim on the 
Trumbull elevation to minimize visibility from the street. 

 
A draft resolution follows.   
 
ATTACHMENTS  
1. Application Form(s) 
2. Photographs and Narrative submitted June 29, 2021. 
 
REVIEWED,  
 
 
_______________________ 
Aimee Chambers, Director 
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CITY OF HARTFORD 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION RESOLUTION  
3 LEWIS STREET 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION PROPOSAL  
  
Whereas, The City of Hartford Historic Preservation Commission reviewed the proposal to add a 

walk-out roof access and roof railings for an office building at 3 Lewis Street; and  
  
Whereas, The property is located in the Lewis Street National Historic District; and  
 
Whereas, All proposed work can be done in a manner consistent with the historic character of the 

building; and 
  
Whereas,  The proposed roof walkout and railings can be consistent with the City’s Historic Design 

Principals; 
 
Now therefore Be It 

  
Resolved, The City of Hartford Historic Preservation Commission hereby approves the proposal 

subject to the following conditions: 
1. The door of the walkout shall be replaced with a door that matches the 

paneled doors on the Trumbull elevation in appearance. 
2. All siding and trim on the walkout shall be painted or stained to match 

the trim on the Trumbull elevation to minimize visibility from the street. 
 

 
Be It Further, 
  

Resolved, This 28th day of July 2021. 
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