
 
Hartford, Connecticut   06106 

May 2021 
 
 
To the Members of the Harford City Council, 
 
On behalf of the Frog Hollow NRZ, we are writing this letter in support of the transfer of 
213/215 Lawrence Street to Aaron Gill.  During our May 2021 Frog Hollow NRZ meeting, 
Mr. Gill presented his plans to our group for 213/215 Lawrence Street.  At the meeting we 
voted unanimously in support of the transfer of this property to Mr. Gill.  
 
Mr. Gill has a proven track record of developing vacant blighted buildings in our 
neighborhood.  Over the last several years Mr. Gill has taken multiple blighted properties 
and transformed them into high-quality renovations in the Frog Hollow neighborhood.  
Places that some of our members now call home.    
 
As you are likely aware, Mr. Gill was the court appointed receiver of the property last year, 
investing considerable time and money in an attempt to turn this problem property around.  
His efforts were noticed immediately as the property was cleaned and further secured.  
Transferring ownership of 213 Lawrence Street to Mr. Gill will complete the restoration of 
the block eliminating the last blighted building on this section of Lawrence Street.   
 
Mr. Gill, along with his family, also live in the neighborhood and are active participants in 
a variety of community improvement activities.  Among many other things, Mr. Gill is an 
active member of the Frog Hollow NRZ. 
 
For all of these reasons, the Frog Hollow NRZ offers its strong support for the City of 
Hartford transferring ownership of 213/215 Lawrence Street to Mr. Gill.      
 
 
Thank you, 
Mary Lee Morrison – Frog Hollow NRZ 
Fernando Betancourt – Frog Hollow NRZ 
 
 



 

June 20, 2021 

Dear Members of the Hartford City Council, 

I am delighted to support Aaron Gill’s petition to buy the abandoned building at 213 Lawrence 

Street. Aaron has made numerous contributions to the Frog Hollow community and the city of 

Hartford. He made Hartford his home and soon thereafter became involved in its civic affairs. 

During his tenure as chair of the Frog Hollow NRZ we have seen a steady increase in the 

membership of the NRZ and in the scope of activities it undertakes.  

Aaron has been one of the main contributors to the transformation of Capital Avenue from 

discarded jewel to thriving commercial street. His careful selection of commercial tenants has 

brought Story and Soil and an ice cream shop to the city. His tenant selection is judicious and his 

property management is first rate. He does excellent construction work on his properties.  

He has invested sweat equity into the property on Lawrence Street. He is the first person to take 

advantage of the new receivership law enacted by the state in 2020. In this pioneer role he has 

invested more than just sweat, he has invested dollars into the preservation of the property.  

One of the hats I’ve worn in the city of Hartford is as chair of the blight task force organized by 

Mayor Luke Bronin when he first took office. The kind of work Aaron is doing as a private 

developer to address blight in the city is one of the futures we imagined but hardly dared to 

dream.  

For all of these reasons I urge the city council to vote to convey this property to Mr. Aaron. 

Cordially, 

Melvyn Colon 

 

Melvyn Colón, Executive Director 
Southside Institutions Neighborhood Alliance (SINA) 

A Partnership Between the Connecticut Children’s Medical Center, Hartford Hospital and Trinity College 
207 Washington Street 

Hartford, CT 06106 
860 493 1618 
Cell 860 990 5533 

mcolon@sinainc.org 
http://www.sinainc.org/ 














