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Aimee Chambers, AICP 

Director of Planning 

City of Hartford 
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260 Constitution Plaza, 1st Fl. 

Hartford, CT 06103
 
Dear Ms. Utick and Ms. Chambers: 
 
I write with regard to settlement negotiations in the Federal lawsuit:  Farmington-Girard, LLC v. The 
City of Hartford, which involves claims of violations of Federal and State constitutional provisions in 
the denial of a special permit to develop property at 510 Farmington Avenue as a fast-food restaurant 
with a drive through.  As you know, a recent State Supreme Court decision was rendered declaring 
that Hartford’s actions to deny a special permit constituted an ultra vires act, and as such, 
Farmington-Girard was entitled to have the matter considered by the Planning and Zoning 
Commission under the Zoning Regulations in place at the time of the original application. 

 
Farmington-Girard has filed the special permit application and it is due to be heard at your regularly 
scheduled meeting on November 9. 

 
The City has entered into mediation of the Federal lawsuit under the auspices of Magistrate Judge 
Donna Martinez.  As part of the initial mediation, the City has agreed to provide consulting services to 
Farmington-Girard to support the development of alternative plans on the site.  The agreed upon 
scope of work and presentation of alternative plans will not be completed before December 19, 2021.  
Once alternatives are presented, the City will require additional time for review and consideration of 
financing options.  With the agreement of the Plaintiffs, I am asking that the Commission open the 
public hearing on the special permit application on November 9, but immediately postpone the matter 
until January 10, 2022 or the first meeting of the Commission after January 10th.  I am also requesting 
that the postponement of the public hearing be taken up without the usual and customary staff report 
being filed with the agenda item. 

 



 

 

We are hopeful that all of this will result in the end of litigation on the matter and an alternative 
development of the site at 510 Farmington Avenue. 

 
Thank you for the consideration of this.  I am happy to answer any questions or concerns you may 
have.  I can be reached at (860) 965-0872. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
/s/ Howard G. Rifkin 
 
Howard G. Rifkin 
Corporation Counsel 
Howard.rifkin@hartford.gov 

 
 
C: JMerschman@wiggin.com 

            Ktavtigian@aol.com 
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