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November 9, 2021 
  
To: City of Hartford 
Department of Development Services – Planning Division 
260 Constitution Plaza 
Hartford, CT 06103 
  
RE: Special Permit Zoning Request and Hearing for 510 Farmington Ave.  
  
I’m writing to express concerns as a resident of the West End neighborhood about 
the special permit for 510 Farmington Ave.  
  
At a time when we’re looking for solutions to reduce vehicle traffic, reduce emissions 
and curb pollution for the sake of climate change I find it disappointing that we are 
considering yet another drive through restaurant in our neighborhood. With the 
existing fast food restaurants and gas stations the area is quickly coming to resemble 
a highway off ramp more than the quaint historic neighborhood that drew many to 
the area and keep many life-long residents from moving elsewhere. Vehicle traffic is 
already a confusing, congested mess every day and this will only add to that. We 
should be focusing on making our communities, both the West End and all 
around Hartford, more friendly to pedestrians, cyclists and those with mobility 



issues, instead we are constantly yielding to and being on the defense from the 
careless drivers who pass through the West End to patron these businesses.  
  
Residential streets like Girard were never meant to be through-streets for traffic – 
they’re called residential streets – for residents. This is true not only in our 
neighborhood but throughout every neighborhood in the city. Major throughfares, 
which are designed for through traffic and zoned for commercial use are the only 
places these entrances and exits to places like this should exist. Instead, because of 
the already crowded nature of Farmington with the gas station across the street and 
the Burger King next door, much of the traffic from this fast foodestablishment will 
be routed through or from Girard, jeopardizing the safety of that neighborhood.  
  
Lastly, I’m not interested in being the arbiter of what people eat and how they spend 
their money. But I will make the point that for me personally, I’m not interested in 
seeing another bland, unhealthy and faceless corporation in our community.  Aside 
from a very small amount of low-wage jobs, fast food restaurants add nothing of 
value to the community and culture of the West End, or Hartford in general. While 
I’m sure the owner of this property is excited to court investors with a bottomless 
bank account, I would encourage the city and our community to look elsewhere in 
investing in the people of Hartford and finding a more responsible and more relevant 
solution.  
  
  
  
  
Thank You 

  

  
Rob Peters 
21 Sherman St.  
Hartford, CT 06105 


