
 
Luke A. Bronin 

Mayor 

January 10, 2022 

Honorable Maly D. Rosado, Council President, and 
Members of the Court of Common Council 
City of Hartford 
550 Main Street 
Hartford, CT 06103  

RE: Disposition of City-Owned Property to NINA Properties, LLC 

Dear Council President Rosado, 

Attached for your consideration is a resolution that would authorize the City to transfer the following 
two City-owned properties to NINA Properties, LLC (NINA) for the restoration of these vacant and 
deteriorating historic buildings as single-family homeowner-occupied residences in the Asylum Hill 
neighborhood: 
 
· 279 Farmington Avenue 
 
· 285 Farmington Avenue 
 
Since 2006, NINA has redeveloped 23 historic properties and constructed five new single-family 
homes in the Asylum Hill neighborhood. These projects represent more than $15 million of 
investment and have created 35 units of homeownership and rental housing for the neighborhood. 
NINA has a proven record of successfully redeveloping vacant and deteriorated properties to 
encourage homeownership and build wealth for the community. 
 
These properties have been listed on the City’s surplus inventory list for several years. In Winter 2020 
the City published a Request for Proposals seeking a qualified developer to redevelop the properties, 
and NINA was selected as the preferred developer. NINA will acquire the properties from the City for 
$22,500 each, for a total sum of $45,000. 
 
NINA presented the proposed project to the Asylum Hill Neighborhood Association’s (AHNA) 
Economic Development Committee on November 10, 2021, and to AHNA’s General Membership on 
December 6, 2021. AHNA has voted in favor of the proposed project. 
  
This transaction will be subject to an 8-24 Plan review and recommendation by the Planning and 
Zoning Commission (P&Z). 
 
The Department of Development Services is happy to answer any questions you may have. 
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Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Luke A. Bronin 
Mayor  
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RESOLUTION 

COURT OF COMMON COUNCIL 
City of Hartford, January 10, 2022 

 
INTRODUCED BY: 
Luke A. Bronin, Mayor 

 
 
WHEREAS, The City of Hartford owns a surplus of vacant, blighted properties; and 
 
WHEREAS, The City of Hartford seeks to promote the construction and renovation of new housing 
across the City to raise property values, reduce blight, create cohesive neighborhoods, and increase 
homeownership opportunities that can improve neighborhood stability and improve financial stability 
for homeowners; and 
 
WHEREAS, In Winter 2020 the City published a Request for Proposals seeking a qualified developer 
to redevelop properties located at 279 Farmington Avenue and 285 Farmington Avenue; and 
 
WHEREAS, NINA Properties, LLC c/o Northside Institutions Neighborhood Alliance, Inc (NINA), a 
non-profit organization that has demonstrated experience rehabbing historic properties and building a 
number of homeownership and rental housing opportunities in the Asylum Hill Neighborhood, was 
selected as the preferred developer, and 
 
WHEREAS, The City of Harford now wishes to transfer the Subject Properties to NINA for $22,500 
each, for a total sum of $45,000, to restore the existing historic buildings and return them to 
productive use as single-family, homeowner occupied residences (the “Proposed Project”); and 
 
WHEREAS, NINA presented the proposed project to the Asylum Hill Neighborhood Association’s 
(AHNA) Economic Development Committee on November 10, 2021, and to AHNA’s General 
Membership on December 6, 2021, at which time AHNA voted in favor of the Proposed Project; now 
therefore be it 
 
RESOVLED, That the Hartford Court of Common Council hereby approves the disposition of the 
following parcels to NINA Properties, LLC c/o Northside Institutions Neighborhood Alliance, Inc. 
(NINA) for their use in furthering the mission to provide decent, owner-occupied housing in the City of 
Hartford and the Asylum Hill Neighborhood in a manner consistent with the City of Hartford Zoning 
Regulations, Historic Preservation Commission Ordinance, and to the greatest extent feasible, the 
City of Hartford Plan of Conservation and Development (POCD): 
 
1. 279 Farmington Ave.; and 
 
2. 285 Farmington Ave. (collectively the “Subject Properties”); and be it further 
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RESOLVED, That the Mayor is hereby authorized to enter into and execute a Purchase and Sale 
Agreement (the “Purchase Agreement”) with NINA for the disposition of the Subject Properties on an 
“AS IS” basis, for purposes set forth above, upon and subject to the above terms and conditions and 
such other terms and conditions that the Mayor and the Corporation Counsel may deem appropriate 
and in the best interest of the City; and be it further 
  
RESOLVED, That the Purchase Agreement shall (i) contain such other provisions regarding the 
conveyance as the Mayor and the Corporation Counsel deem necessary to protect the interests of 
the City, and (ii) contain such provisions as are customary in real estate conveyances in Hartford 
County; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, That the Mayor is hereby further authorized to execute quit claim deed(s) for the Subject 
Properties and to execute any and all manner of other documents and to take such actions as he and 
the Corporation Counsel may deem appropriate and in the best interests of the City in order to 
effectuate the above referenced transaction; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, That NINA shall comply with the 15% Minority and Women Business Enterprises 
requirement, Hartford Residents employment goals, and all requirements listed in the Hartford 
Affirmative Action Plan/ Equal Employment Opportunity Agreement & Affidavit, with such agreement 
incorporated into the Purchase Agreement; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, That no person or entity shall be entitled to rely on, or otherwise claim any benefit by 
reason of this resolution should the Mayor fail to execute the aforementioned agreement or the other 
documents, or to take any of the aforesaid actions; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, That all approvals and authorizations provided hereby are contingent upon, and only 
shall be effective on or by the parties executing such documents, and taking such actions, all of which 
shall be, in form and substance, acceptable to the Mayor and the Corporation Counsel. 
 
ATTACHED: 
279-285farmington_LettersofSupport 



 
 
 
 

  
 December 28, 2021 

 
Glenn E. Geathers 
Neighborhood Development Specialist II 
City of Hartford 
Department of Development Services/Economic Development Division 
Hartford Redevelopment Agency 
250 Constitution Plaza, 4th Floor 
Hartford, Connecticut 06103 
 
RE: Support, by the Asylum Hill Neighborhood Association (AHNA), for the Proposal, 
from Northside Institutions Neighborhood Alliance (NINA), for the Development of Two 
Single-Family Homes at Two City-Owned Properties, at 279 and for Transfer of the 
aforementioned properties from the City of Hartford to NINA 
 
Dear Mr. Geathers: 
 
At its regular monthly meeting held on December 6, 2021, the Asylum Hill Neighborhood 
Association (AHNA) voted unanimously to approve a proposal, presented by Northside 
Institutions Neighborhood Alliance (NINA), for the development of two properties at 279 
and 285 Farmington Avenue, currently owned by the City of Hartford, into two owner-
occupied single-family homes.  AHNA also enthusiastically supports the transfer, by the 
City of Hartford, of these properties to NINA in order to facilitate NINA’s plan. 
 
Asylum Hill suffers from a chronically low rate of homeownership:  approximately 10% of 
the residential units in the neighborhood are occupied by homeowners.  AHNA has 
consistently supported creating more and better opportunities for homeownership for low- to 
moderate-income households, especially for households that have historically been excluded 
from these opportunities.  Homeownership is one of the best means to create equity and 
wealth in our neighborhood, and AHNA wants Asylum Hill to offer opportunities for people 
who may find those opportunities lacking elsewhere in the Greater Hartford regions. 
 
AHNA recently completed a new strategic plan for the revitalization of Asylum Hill, and 
AHNA’s vision for the neighborhood is that it is an attractive and affordable neighborhood 
of choice that provides housing opportunities for people of all incomes.  NINA’s work in 
Asylum Hill has contributed substantially to the realization of this vision, and NINA has 
always collaborated with AHNA as we work together to realize our shared goals for the 
neighborhood.  NINA prepared its proposal for 279 and 285 Farmington Avenue, and 
AHNA considered it, in light of AHNA’s new strategic plan, and AHNA believes that this 
proposal will advance the goals of the neighborhood strategic plan. 
 
We hope that you will continue to work with NINA to complete the transfer of 279 and 285 
Farmington Avenue to NINA, and we urge the Court of Common Council to consider any  
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resolution ratifying this property transfer with all due diligence and speed. 

 
Please feel free to contact me with any questions about AHNA’s position on this matter. 
 
Best regards, and best wishes for a happy and healthy holiday season, 
 

 
David MacDonald 
Executive Director 
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